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Celebrating 25 years of I Know I Can’s hard work and dedication to Columbus City Schools students 

and families gives us the opportunity to reflect on our roots. The foresight and wisdom our founders 

had back in 1988 has now provided over $28 million in scholarships for thousands of students.  

Teckie Shackelford, Bob Weiler, the late Clifford Tyree and Art Kobacker stacked hands because of 

their core belief that the children of Columbus City Schools deserved the opportunity to not only 

dream about going to college but to actually go to the college of their choice. We thank our four 

amazing founders every day for their remarkable courage and generosity.

Our belief is simple: dream big, work hard, we will help. This fundamental principle has endured  

for 25 years. Over those years, our programs and services have been shaped and reshaped by  

the needs of the students and their families. Our strategic planning has sharpened our focus 

to working with students earlier in their school years, beginning with reading our I Know I Can book 

to second graders, and now expanding our college- readiness efforts to middle school students.   

Understanding the need to encourage and inspire students earlier in their educational process, 

I Know I Can partnered with OSU in 2009 to begin implementing Blueprint:College for middle 

school students and their families. 

The goal was to provide parents with 

the fundamentals of college  planning 

and preparation. The success-to-date 

and overwhelmingly positive feedback 

encouraged us to grow and plan future 

opportunities. Many, many thanks 

to Huntington Bank for making the 

largest single corporate gift in I Know 

I Can’s history this past summer – a 

commitment that will allow us to take 

Blueprint:College to more middle 

school students and families over the 

next three years. 

This growth, in addition to so many 

other advancements within our organization over the past 25 years, has given us much to celebrate 

this anniversary year, and we hope you will join us on October 24, 2013 for I Know I Can’s 25th 

Anniversary Luncheon. We are thrilled to be hosting Dr. Benjamin Carson as our honored guest for 

the luncheon. A 2008 Presidential Medal of Freedom recipient and retired Director of Pediatric 

Neurosurgery at Johns Hopkins University, his story of perseverance and success offers many  

 lessons, perhaps most importantly, about the critical role parents play in helping students make 

wise and thoughtful choices about their futures.  

Twenty five years feels like a lifetime but it is only the beginning for I Know I Can. We are just  

getting warmed up and our organization continues to evolve in ways our founders likely did not 

anticipate. They set in motion an organization dynamic enough to be flexible, to progress with  

the times and to be a vibrant force for change in our community. And a special thanks to each of 

you as well, who have contributed so much to our success. Together, with our founders’ vision  

and the support of loyal friends and partners, we are able to celebrate 25 years while dreaming  

big about what’s next! 
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When l hear the stories of how I Know I Can (IKIC) 

was formed 25 years ago, I can just picture the  

conversation around the table. Can’t you? Four  

individuals coming together with a shared belief that 

all Columbus students deserved the opportunity to 

go to college and building a community of support 

around that basic principle.

Fast forward to 2013 and it is exciting to witness that 

the breadth of community involvement in this con-

versation is expanding beyond I Know I Can, local 

school districts and higher education institutions. 

Now, the college access and success agenda in-

cludes partnerships and collaborations between and 

among nearly every industry that touches the life of a child – from early learning centers, social 

service organizations and government agencies to the leaders of foundations and corporations. 

As the community conversation has grown, I Know I Can’s work has remained focused on inspiring, 

enabling and supporting Columbus City Schools students in pursuing and completing a college  

education. We have expanded our reach through programs that invite the entire family into the 

college conversation, offer larger financial aid assistance, and provide college students with 

resources to keep them on track toward degree attainment.

For example, we now introduce parents, starting in sixth grade, to the information and resources 

necessary to help their students be college and career ready. We know that when parents hold 

positive beliefs and attitudes about education, and higher education in particular, their students’ 

motivation and achievement are enhanced.

I Know I Can also works hard to close the financial gap for students through its Founders’ 

Scholarship. Since I Know I Can’s inception, our students’ financial gap has more than quadrupled, 

yet their capacity to pay for college has remained the same. Thanks to the generosity of our 

donors, we have awarded $1.5 million to 40 deserving students since 2010. These scholarships 

have allowed students to select the right fit, both academically and financially, and guarantee that 

they can attend their dream schools such as Harvard, Cornell, Clark-Atlanta, OSU, UNC, and 

CCAD – just to name a few! 

And our greatest measure of success is knowing that our students are graduating from college 

and prepared for the workforce. I Know I Can has significantly increased its presence on college 

campuses throughout Ohio to help CCS graduates make the transition to and overcome the  

obstacles often experienced upon entering college. We are now seeing a higher number of 

students enroll in college and persist first to second year – a key indicator for students’ eventual 

graduation. Through our community’s collective efforts, we are now better equipped to under-

stand and address the retention and dropout challenges our college students face and continue 

building our efforts from the solid foundation set by those four individuals 25 years ago.

On behalf of the staff, thank you so much for your continued interest in and support of our  

work. We look forward to seeing you at our October celebration and hope you enjoy our  

2013 Community Report! 

Katina
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Our land-grant mission calls for us to be the keystone to the American Dream.
Since the first day of classes in 1874, Ohio State’s foundation has been its students.  
They come from all backgrounds and all localities, and seek to study all manner of  
disciplines. They are united by their thirst for knowledge, drive toward self-improvement, 

and desire to leave the world a little better than they found it.

These students are Buckeyes. 

access.osu.edu
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Dream Big. Work Hard.
The Ohio State University is proud to work with I Know I Can to support 
talented young people pursuing their dream of a college degree.



PEER MENTORS HELP  
INCREASE COLLEGE  
RETENTION RATES  
FOR COLUMBUS CITY  
SCHOOLS STUDENTS
Over the past three years, I Know I Can has developed and implemented a 

new retention initiative to increase first to second year persistence among 

IKIC Grant Recipients. Covering six college campuses in Ohio, Make the 

Most of My College Experience has shown promising results. 

Through this initiative, IKIC provides 

college students with support that 

ranges from on-campus educational 

workshops, and one-on-one advis-

ing on the creation of their academic 

goals and education plans to helping 

them find resources to pay for college.

After just one year of offering these 

extensive retention services, first  

to second year persistence rates of  

CCS high school graduates on these 

Make the Most of My College Experi-

ence campuses increased by more 

than thirty-five percent – growing from 

twenty-five percent returning for their 

second year to now over sixty percent.

Perhaps one of the most meaningful 

aspects of the initiative is the peer 

mentoring, which connects current 

freshmen with students in their third 

and fourth years. Through these  

connections, students are able to 

build a network of support at the  

beginning of their college careers,  

and have access to someone close-

by who is able to help them find the 

information and resources they need 

to succeed in college. 

Dymonica Hurdle, currently attending the University of Cincinnati, knows the benefits of being 

a mentee, and is eager to pay it forward next academic year by serving as a mentor. “My peer 

mentor helped me find the resources I needed on campus and gave me guidance on how to 

make the most of my college career. Knowing how much it meant to me, I decided I wanted to 

provide that same assistance to other students facing similar struggles,” she said.

“Being so close in age to the mentees makes this program extremely valuable,” said Jeffrey 

Tucker, a graduate of Columbus Alternative High School and current student at Columbus State 

Community College. “I am proof to young students that even as freshmen they can do great 

things. If I could do it and achieve all that I have, they can definitely succeed.”

Campuses currently participating in the Make the Most of Your College Experience initiative 

include: Columbus State Community College, Ohio Dominican University, University of  

Cincinnati, Wright State University, Central State University and The University of Toledo. In the 

2013-2014 academic year, IKIC will expand the initiative to The Ohio State University, The Ohio 

State University-Newark, Central Ohio Technical College and Otterbein University.  All of this 

has been made possible thanks to the generous support of the Texas Guaranteed Student Loan 

Corporation Public Benefit Grant competition and the support of these colleges in welcoming 

our programs onto their campuses. 

Committed 
to care

cardinalhealth.com

© 2013 Cardinal Health. All rights reserved. CARDINAL HEALTH,  the 

Cardinal Health LOGO, and ESSENTIAL TO CARE are trademarks or 

registered trademarks of Cardinal Health. All other marks are the 

property of their respective owners. Lit. No. 5CR12184 (07/2013)

As the business behind healthcare, 

Cardinal Health is committed to 

delivering inventive, cutting-edge 

solutions to every aspect of the  

supply chain.  

By streamlining processes and 

reducing costs, our customers have 

more time to focus on what matters 

most—their patients.

At Cardinal Health, it is our firm 

belief that giving back to the 

community is a fundamental 

responsibility for our company.   

We are proud to support  

I Know I Can with their mission 

to help Columbus City Schools 

students dream big and work hard.

(left) Dymonica Hurdle, current student at The University of  

Cincinnati; (right) Jeffrey Tucker, current student at Columbus 

State Community College
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There are many reasons to celebrate as I Know I Can looks back on twenty-

five years of success and progress. In 1988, when I Know I Can was founded, 

the city of Columbus did not have a college access program. High school 

drop out rates were a major concern and Columbus City Schools (CCS)  

students had no formalized way to connect with supporters and advocates 

for guidance or financial assistance. But all that changed when four  

community leaders decided to start an organization that would make a real 

and tangible impact on the lives of thousands of students.

Starting in the mid-1980s, community philanthropists Teckie Shackelford, 

Clifford Tyree, Arthur Kobacker and Robert Weiler, began a series of meetings 

to discuss their concerns about providing all students with the opportunity 

to go to college. They all saw the potential for success from an organization 

focused on helping students overcome obstacles to college access. These 

meetings culminated in the founding of I Know I Can, with the mission  

“…to inspire, enable and support Columbus City Schools students in pursuing 

and completing a college education.”

Now, in its 25th year, I Know I Can is still the only college access program 

in Columbus, and is one of the largest and most successful in the nation. 

Over 25,000 students and their families have benefitted from the work that 

started so many years ago. Through a passionate commitment to educa-

tion, countless hours of volunteer work and critical financial support from our 

generous donors, I Know I Can’s founders started an organization that not 

only helps students but also works to make Columbus a stronger and more 

vibrant community.  

THEKLA  
SHACKELFORD
Thekla “Teckie” Shackelford 

has been passionate about 

education her entire life.  

A graduate of Denison  

University and The Ohio State University, 

Shackelford worked early in her career as a 

junior high school teacher and admissions 

counselor before founding School Selection 

Consulting, a successful educational con-

sulting business. As Shackelford continued 

her work in education, her commitment to 

expanding college access grew stronger, and 

was clearly leading to her involvement in 

the creation of I Know I Can. As a founding 

board member and the first chairman of the 

board, Shackelford has been actively involved 

for the past twenty-five years, channeling her 

expertise into the development of innovative 

outreach programs and scholarship opportuni-

ties. Shackelford’s commitment to addressing 

the needs of I Know I Can as it has changed 

and evolved has been critical to the organiza-

tion’s success over time. She currently serves 

as I Know I Can’s Chair Emerita and remains 

a driving force in the lives of Columbus City 

Schools students and alumni. 

IKIC FOUNDERS 

INSPIRED SUCCESS

To learn more about I Know I Can,  

or for any questions or concerns, please 

visit iknowican.org or contact us via:

  email: info@iknowican.org 

  phone: 614.233.9510 

  mail:  I Know I Can  

3798 East Broad Street  

Columbus, Ohio, 43213
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CLIFFORD  
TYREE
A community leader 

throughout his adult life, 

Clifford “Cliff” Tyree will 

always be remembered as  

a dedicated and tireless friend to the causes  

of justice and equality. A 1953 graduate of  

The Ohio State University, Tyree earned a 

degree in social work and began working  

in the Franklin County Court’s Juvenile  

Delinquency Division, where he successfully 

challenged the court’s segregation policy.  

His work in the community continued into  

the 1960s, as a member of The Citizen’s 

Crusade Against Poverty, serving with  

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. He later served  

as Director of Community Development for 

the City of Columbus and founded the city’s  

Youth Service Bureau, always focused on 

creating opportunities for success and  

advancement for Columbus’ disadvantaged 

students. Enthusiastic about I Know I Can’s 

mission from the start, he worked to foster 

connections with other community leaders  

and created a network of support that I Know  

I Can relies on to this day. The visionary  

behind I Know I Can’s annual newspaper sale, 

Tyree’s legacy of service continues on in  

I Know I Can’s steadfast commitment to 

providing access to deserving students 

throughout the community.

ARTHUR  
KOBACKER
A successful businessman 

and dedicated civic leader, 

Arthur Kobacker grew up  

in Columbus, attending  

The Columbus Academy and later graduating 

from Yale University. Kobacker’s commitment 

to Columbus City Schools students began in 

1987 in an auditorium at Kent Elementary, a 

school he had earlier adopted. During this 

visit, Kobacker launched the “I Can Program” 

whose mission was to encourage the students  

to make sure college was a part of their 

futures. Just a year later, with help from Cliff 

Tyree and Robert Weiler, the “I Can Program” 

turned into the “I Know I Can Program” 

and expanded its reach to all Columbus City 

Schools students. And it was Kobacker who 

suggested Teckie Shackelford serve as the 

organization’s first chairman of the board.  

One of the first significant financial contribu-

tors, he worked to find support from other 

community leaders, providing guidance and 

leadership for over nineteen years before  

passing away in 2007. In addition to his work 

with I Know I Can, Kobacker also founded  

the Columbus Kobacker Foundation to fight 

poverty through educational grants and  

created the Kobacker House, an inpatient 

hospice-care facility. 

DR. ROBERT 
WEILER
From selling newspapers at 

the annual sale to serving 

as the first board president, 

Robert “Bob” Weiler, has 

been an inspiring presence at I Know I Can 

since 1988. A graduate of Bexley High School 

and the University of Arizona, he also earned a 

master’s degree in real estate and a doctorate 

in finance from The Ohio State University, 

followed by a law degree from Capital University. 

He is a student at heart, which makes  

him a true advocate for ensuring Columbus 

students have equal opportunities for higher 

education. As President of the Columbus 

Board of Education for over six years and 

parent of four children who attended Columbus 

City Schools, Weiler understood the impor-

tance of providing students with exposure to 

college early and often. With this, he initiated 

the creation of “Take A Coach to College,” a 

program that used COTA buses to take CCS 

fifth graders on local college tours with hopes 

to inspire them to dream big about college.  

Weiler is a devoted community leader who  

has also served as a board member, trustee,  

or director for many local organizations, 

including Capital University, COSI, Mid-Ohio 

Regional Planning Commission, and Columbus 

Metropolitan YMCA. His service to I Know I 

Can continues to this day as an active board 

member and most generous donor. 

Four people who believed that no child should be denied  
             a college education simply because they could not afford it
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At Huntington, we believe it’s important to do more for the 
community. That’s why we’re proud to support I Know I Can 
and their tireless efforts to make a difference in the community.    

SOME CAUSES MAKE YOU 
WANT TO GIVE MORE. 
OTHERS MAKE YOU WANT 
TO DO MORE.

The Huntington National Bank is an Equal Housing Lender and Member FDIC. ® and Huntington® are federally registered service marks of 

Huntington Bancshares Incorporated. Huntington.® Welcome.™ is a service mark of Huntington Bancshares Incorporated. © 2013 

Huntington Bancshares Incorporated.
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LARGEST SINGLE  
CORPORATE GIFT IN  
IKIC HISTORY
Huntington Bank provides critical support  
for expansion of Blueprint:College 
This summer, I Know I Can received its largest single corporate gift in the 

amount of $750,000 from Huntington Bank. In conjunction with this funding 

commitment, the company will provide nearly 1,000 Huntington employee  

volunteer hours to support IKIC programming. 

Including Huntington’s gift, I Know I Can  

has garnered $1.2 million in total corporate 

support to expand its programming and 

outreach to 5,000 Columbus City Schools 

families over the next five years. Among these 

corporate donations are a multi-year $150,000 

gift from Covelli Enterprises/ Panera; a three-

year $100,000 in-kind gift from White Castle 

for families participating in Blueprint:College’s 

quarterly workshops; and $27,000 gifts, each 

from Donatos and Bob Evans. 

“Providing families with dinner, transportation 

assistance, childcare and gift card incentives   

helps to not only remove barriers that often 

hinder parent participation but also allows 

them to learn about the college-going process 

in a supportive and engaging environment 

with their peers,” said I Know I Can Board 

President Tanny Crane. “The coming together 

of the corporate community to leverage their 

assets and resources in support of Columbus 

families represents an amazing model of the 

effectiveness public-private partnerships can 

have on our community.”

Research has shown that middle school is  

one of the most important times for students 

to begin planning for college. Getting parents 

involved in the process is another critical 

component to student success. Backed by 

this compelling data, I Know I Can began 

presenting Blueprint:College workshops 

in 2009. Originally developed by The Ohio 

State University, Blueprint is a series of parent 

engagement workshops focused on promoting 

the importance of early college readiness. 

The goal is to assist parents in gaining 

the knowledge and resources necessary to 

nurture a college-going culture in their homes 

and to start planning early for college. 

Now, in its fourth year, Blueprint:College 

has experienced significant growth in atten-

dance and improved parents’ and students’ 

attitudes on the importance of college and 

their understanding of the college admission 

process. Demand from parents for addi-

tional programming led to the creation of 

Blueprint:College High School for 9th through 

11th  grade students in 2011, as well as an 

Advanced Curriculum for returning middle-

school participants. 

Huntington Bank officials, impressed with the  

program’s ongoing success, wanted to ensure  

Blueprint’s long-term sustainability as well as 

its strategic growth.

“Strengthening the positive impact I Know I 

Can provides to the community is one of the 

wisest investments Huntington can make in 

the future of our hometown,” said Huntington 

CEO Steve Steinour. “Huntington is committed 

to Columbus and to partnering with successful 

organizations such as I Know I Can to give  

opportunities to students so that they can 

learn and succeed.”

“The creation of such a broad partnership in 

support of Columbus City Schools students  

is an inspiring moment in the journey toward  

academic excellence,” said Dr. Dan Good,  

Superintendent of Columbus City Schools.  

“Columbus families are fortunate to be able 

to take increasing advantage of the valuable 

support offered by I Know I Can as it looks 

forward to another 25 years of service within 

our community.”

I Know I Can anticipates matching the entirety 

of Huntington’s gift over the next year for total 

corporate support of $1.5 million for future 

growth of Blueprint:College. These gifts will 

help build greater community awareness of 

I Know I Can’s work in support of Columbus 

City Schools students and their families. 

 

 

PROUDLY SUPPORTING 
I KNOW I CAN 
FOR 25 YEARS! 
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REPRESENTING SCHOOL DISTRICTS THROUGHOUT OHIO IN  

ALL REAL PROPERTY MATTERS 
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Join DR. BEN CARSON at  

I Know I Can’s 25th Anniversary

Celebration Luncheon.

October 24, 2013
The Ohio Union Archie Griffin Ballroom
Noon - 1:30pm

Dr. Carson is the retired Director of Pediatric Neurosurgery 

at Johns Hopkins University and was awarded the Presi-

dential Medal of Freedom in 2008. This is the highest civil 

honor a president can bestow and was given in recognition 

of his outstanding leadership and innovation in the field 

of medicine. Growing up on the rough streets of Detroit in 

dire poverty to later become an internationally renowned 

physician, he certainly knows the value of dreaming big and 

working hard to find success.

Presented by:

With support from:

The Shackelford Family  
Foundation

Barbara and Al Siemer

Bill Calvert, Merrill Lynch

Deloitte, LLP

Vorys, Sater, Seymour  
and Pease, LLP

Columbus State  
Community College

Nationwide

OhioHealth

Mabel Freeman

Pierce Communications

Dominion Middle School -  
Tei Street

Norman, Jones, Enlow & Co.

COTA

The Columbus Library

The University  of Toledo

Fifth Third

Ohio Dominican University

Express

Mr. & Mrs. Philip Franke

Columbia Gas

Denison University

Boehringer Ingelheim

MurphyEpson

The Columbus Partnership

Seats still available. Visit 

www.iknowican25.org  

or call 233.9510 for more 

information.
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CONGRATULATIONS 
I KNOW I CAN  
FOUNDERS’ 
SCHOLARSHIP 
CLASS OF 2013

Teckie and Don Shackelford wish you the best of luck 
and know you are bound for success!

Victoria Efetevbia
Columbus Alternative High School 
Attending: Georgetown University

Yusuph Mkangara
Columbus Alternative High School

Attending: Harvard University

Veronica Spencer
Centennial High School

Attending: CCAD

Logan Gin 
Eastmoor Academy

Attending: Univ of NC, Chapel Hill

Priscilla Tutu
Walnut Ridge High School

Attending: The Ohio State University

Trace Watkins
Centennial High School

Attending: The Ohio State University

Viet Nguyen
Northland High School

Attending: The Ohio State University

Kaymesha Knox
South High School

Attending: The Ohio State University

Jeshurun Gnanasegaram
Columbus Alternative High School

Attending: Harvard University

Mekaela Knight
Mifflin High School

Attending: The Ohio State University



INAUGURAL SCHOLARSHIP 
RECIPIENT GRADUATES
FROM XAVIER UNIVERSITY
In 2010, I Know I Can celebrated its first class of recipients for the  

Founders’ Scholarship.  Now, in December 2013, just over three years 

later, IKIC will see the first of its recipients graduate from college. 

The Founders’ Scholarship was created four 

years ago to address two needs: the growing 

gap between the cost of col-

lege and CCS families’ finan-

cial capacity to pay as well 

as promoting the develop-

ment of college aspirations, 

academic rigor and com-

munity involvement among 

high school students.  The 

scholarship is worth up to 

$40,000 over four years and 

I Know I Can currently has 

40 scholarship recipients on 

college campuses across the country. 

Jordan Towns is set to be the first of these 

40 students to attain her degree. She will 

graduate this winter from Xavier University 

with a degree in Political Science, and plans to 

attend law school next fall.  

Jordan graduated from Eastmoor Academy 

in 2010, where she served as Student Body 

President and captain of the track team and 

cheerleading squad. She has continued her 

pattern of leadership at Xavier, joining its 

cheerleading squad and the campus’ chapter 

of Delta Sigma Theta, as well as serving as a 

Resident Assistant.

“I’ve done everything I can 

to make I Know I Can proud 

and represent all those 

who have made it possible 

for me to be where I am 

today,” Jordan said of her 

time at Xavier. “It’s exciting 

to think about the future 

I have ahead of me. I owe 

these opportunities to the 

hard-working and dedicated 

employees, sponsors, and donors of I Know  

I Can! They do an amazing job of helping 

make all of our dreams come true! “

The remaining members of Jordan’s class, 

as well as the 29 recipients awarded in the 

years after her, are enrolled full-time at their 

colleges and universities, and are on track 

to graduate. Involved in dozens of clubs and 

on-campus activities, the Founders’ recipients 

are traveling abroad, starting student health 

clubs on campus, leading community service 

groups, and always returning to Columbus to 

give back when they can. 

To learn more about the I Know I Can Founders’ Scholarship and how to help more Columbus City 

Schools students reach their college dreams, visit www.iknowican.org.

(from left to right) Teckie Shackelford, Jordan Towns and Mark Vannatta

I owe these opportunities  

to the hard-working and 

dedicated employees,  

sponsors, and donors  

of I KNOW I CAN!  

They do an amazing job  

of helping make all of  

our dreams come true!

~Jordan Towns

INDUSTRIAL  
DESIGN

INTERIOR DESIGN

CINEMATIC ARTS

A bachelor’s degree from CCAD sets you 

on your course for a career in the creative 

economy. Visit our campus and learn 

more about our majors in:

DISCOVERY DAY

Sept. 21, Oct. 19, Dec. 7, Feb. 8 , April 5, 
April 26

PORTFOLIO & APPLICATION PREP DAY

Nov. 16, Jan. 25

STUDIO DAY

March 15

www.ccad.edu

FINE ARTS

INDUSTRIAL 
DESIGN

PHOTOGRAPHY

ANIMATION

ADVERTISING
& GRAPHIC DESIGN

FASHION 
DESIGN

60 Cleveland Ave. Columbus OH 43215

www.ccad.edu    614.222.3261
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RIGHT TO READ WEEK
Each year, I Know I Can sends volunteers 

into CCS 2nd grade classrooms to read  

its self-titled book as well as inspire young  

students to begin dreaming big about  

going to college. Each second grader is 

also given their own copy of the book to 

keep. In 2013, 57 CCS elementary schools 

participated and 150 readers volunteered.

BLUEPRINT:COLLEGE  
HIGH SCHOOL
IKIC hosted its second year of parent 

workshops for grades 9-11 in 2012-13, and 

focused on teaching families the important 

steps they need to take now in order to 

have their students college ready. College 

representatives educated families on the 

admission processes and how to stand out 

among other applicants while IKIC advisors 

provided them with the proper tools and 

guidance to prepare for high school gradua-

tion and the transition to higher education. 

2012-13 ACADEMIC YEAR

FOUNDERS’  
SCHOLARSHIP
Worth up to $10,000/year for four years, this 

scholarship was created in response to the 

growing gap between the cost of college and 

the financial capacity of our CCS students and 

families. It also was designed to challenge 

students at an earlier age to begin thinking 

about their futures and to take the necessary 

steps to reach their goals. Scholarship criteria 

encourage students to maintain a high level 

of academic rigor along with involvement 

in extracurricular activities and community 

service. 

 

since 2010

track to graduate

COLLEGE ADVISING
Full-time staff with backgrounds in college 

admissions, financial aid and counseling 

provide one-on-one support for CCS students 

as well as classroom and group presentations 

and workshops that utilize Naviance Succeed, 

an online college and career planning tool. 

Advising services are also delivered by a 

dedicated cohort of AmeriCorps Ohio College 

Guides who allow IKIC to utilize a near-peer 

model in its college and career planning 

activities. 13 College Guides each commit to 

1,700 hours of service and are trained to be 

experts in career planning, financial aid and 

the college admission process.Together,  

this team serves as a relatable source of 

information in the college planning and 

financing process for all of CCS’s middle and 

high schools. 

BLUEPRINT:COLLEGE  
MIDDLE SCHOOL
This series of college planning workshops is 

designed to help parents learn how to help 

their children turn college dreams into reality. 

Three sessions throughout the year focus on 

topics such as understanding the benefits of 

a college education, the college admissions 

and financial aid processes, the types of col-

leges and degrees available to their students, 

high school graduation requirements and the 

basics of standardized testing.

2012-13 ACADEMIC YEAR

I KNOW I CAN GRANT
Worth up to $1,200/year, this grant is 

IKIC’s first and foremost form of financial 

support for CCS graduates demonstrating 

unmet need for college. Developed in 1988 

to help students cover their college costs, 

the grant continues to provide necessary 

financial assistance to over 1,000 graduates 

annually. To receive the grant, students 

must be Pell eligible, meet a minimum 

grade point average, and enroll full-time in 

college. Today, IKIC has awarded more than 

27,000 grants valued at over $28 million in 

financial aid to CCS graduates.  

2012-2013 ACADEMIC YEAR

COLLEGE RETENTION 
In 2012-13 IKIC delivered programming on 

15 college campuses in Ohio through the 

dedication and support of our retention 

advising team and supportive college part-

nerships. Focused on campuses  

with the highest rates of enrollment for 

CCS graduates and grant recipients, IKIC’s  

retention program provides countless hours 

of phone, email and in-person advising 

to ensure CCS graduates step confidently 

onto their college campuses knowing 

a friendly face and a trusted source of 

information is right there. Retention advi-

sors offer a host of services including how 

to: transition from high school to college; 

choose a major; access campus resources; 

and set college or career goals.   

I Know I Can

PROGRAM
OVERVIEW

FAFSA WORKSHOPS
Each year, IKIC Advisors and volunteers  

assist more than 600 families in completing 

and submitting their Free Application for 

Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Completing 

this application is necessary for students to 

receive all available financial aid for college. 

This year, IKIC provided support to every 

CCS high school during the first two weeks 

of February, maximizing the number of 

FAFSAs completed prior to the February 15 

priority deadline set by many colleges  

and universities. 

SAVE SMART
This college savings program provides 

a 4-1 match on every dollar a participant 

saves up to $500. High school seniors and 

current college students are challenged to 

save $500 over a six-twelve month period 

and attend a required five-hour financial 

planning seminar. By reaching the savings 

goal, the participant leverages $1,000 in 

matching funds from a special federal 

grant along with IKIC’s $1,200 grant for 

a total of $2,700 to invest in their college 

education. The program’s goal is not only 

to assist students in financing college,  

but also ensure they develop good savings 

habits and become financially responsible 

citizens. 

 

academic year

ACT BOOTCAMP
For the past two summers, IKIC has 

partnered with Otterbein University to 

offer 75 high school juniors a crash course 

to prepare for the ACT. The instructor, who 

studies all parts of the ACT and brings her 

experience and expertise to the classroom 

in a 5-day boot camp style workshop, 

coaches students on test taking strategies 

for improving their scores. Throughout the 

week, students also develop skills like time 

management and organization, while 

learning how to get college ready during 

their senior year. 

JUNE 2013

 

an average of 3 points
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Where 
Columbus State 
students 
become Ohio State 
graduates. 
Preferred Pathway program
There’s a smarter way to get to The Ohio State University. 

Through the Preferred Pathway program, students get guaranteed 

admission to OSU—and they’ll start with Columbus State’s small 

class sizes, experienced faculty, and real-world opportunities. 

And when they follow the Preferred Pathway program, credits are 

guaranteed to transfer.

Learn more at cscc.edu/transfer

P R E F E R R E D PAT H WAY 
P R O G R A M
Students spend their first 
two years at Columbus State 
and are guaranteed admission 
to Ohio State to complete 
their bachelor’s degree.

TOTAL REVENUE ~ $4,143,215

Individuals - $1,517,597

IKIC Grant Endowment - $1,150,000

Contracted Services - $812,000

Corporations - $343,168

Foundations - $268,000

IKIC Book - $52,450

TOTAL EXPENSES ~ $3,611,035*

IKIC Grants and Scholarships - $1,400,000

High School College Advising - $667,607

Operating - $580,718

College Retention - $321,335

Early Awareness - $284,897

Blueprint:College - $165,000

AmeriCorps Ohio College Guides - $87,250

Save Smart - $50,753

IKIC Book - $40,500

Summer Programs - $12,975

* Budgeted expenses
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2012-13 FISCAL YEAR at a glance
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HEROES donations totaling $1 million+

CORPORATIONS AND FOUNDATIONS
Columbus Board of Education

The Columbus Foundation

Huntington Bancshares, Inc.  

JPMorgan Chase & Co

Nationwide Insurance Foundation

State of Ohio Dept. of Education

Wolfe Associates, Inc.

INDIVIDUALS
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Kobacker

Mr. and Mrs. Louis A. Mitchell 

Dr. and Mrs. Robert J. Weiler

Mr. and Mrs. Donald B.  

 Shackelford & The Shackelford 

 Family Foundation

CHAMPIONS donations totaling $500,000-$999,999

CORPORATIONS AND FOUNDATIONS
Battelle

City of Columbus

Honda of America Mfg., Inc. 

Ingram-White Castle Foundation

The Siemer Family Foundation

U.S. Department of Education

 
LEADERS donations totaling $100,000-$499,999

CORPORATIONS & 
FOUNDATIONS
American Electric Power

Bob Evans Farms, Inc.

Borden Foundation, Inc.

Cardinal Health, Inc.

CASTO

Columbus Southern Power

Covelli Enterprises/Panera Bread

The Crane Family Foundationn  

Crane Group

Davis Foundation

Deloitte, LLP

Fifth Third Bank

GSW Worldwide/inVentiv Health**

Harry C. Moores Foundation

Hexicon Speciality Chemicals

KnowledgeWorks Foundation

Lancaster Colony Corporation

The Leo Yassenoff Foundation

Limited Brands Foundation

Meuse Family Foundation

Ohio Board of Regents

Ohio College Access Network

The Paul G. Duke Foundation

Plaskolite, Inc.

PNC Bank

Private Industry Council

State Auto Insurance Companies

State Savings Bank

Texas Guaranteed Student Loan  

 Corporation

The Jeffrey Company

The Kroger Co.

The Ohio State University

United Way of Central Ohio

Vorys, Sater, Seymour & Pease

Wendy’s International, Inc.

White Castle

WWCD 101.1FM

INDIVIDUALS
Glenn H. Williams Estate

Mr. and Dr. Thomas Szykowny

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Walter

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Wright

Mr. James A. and Kathleen C. Rutherford

Mrs. Ruth E. Lang

Ms. Elizabeth Galbreath

Ms. Majorie McMillin Memorial Fund

Mr. David R. Schooler

**In-Kind

INVESTORS
donations totaling $25,000-$99,999

CORPORATIONS AND 
FOUNDATIONS
Abercrombie & Fitch

Accenture

Advanced Drainage Systems

Anonymous Funds of  

 The Columbus Foundation 

Baker & Hostetler

The Benua Foundation

Bobby Rahal Cols. Charities Pro-Am

Columbia Gas Companies

Columbus City School Education  

 Foundation

Columbus Life Insurance Co.

Columbus State Community College

CompuServe

Continental Real Estate Companies

Dominion Homes

Donatos

Drug Emporium, Inc., 811

DSW

Franklin County Commissioners

Germain Motor Company

Gilbane Building Company

Grange Insurance Company

H & R Block

Jones Day Reavis & Pogue

JP’s Barbeque Ribs**

KeyBank

Lucent Technologies

Lumina Foundation for Education

M/I Homes

Marsh Family Foundation

Michael’s Finer Meats Inc.

Midland Mutual Life Insurance

The Ohio State University

Otterbein University

PricewaterhouseCoopers

Raymond E. Mason Foundation

Reinberger Foundation

Ross Laboratories

Roush Honda

Ruscilli Contruction Company

The Scotts Company

Shiloh Baptist Church

Sodexo

Stanley Steemer International, Inc.

Steiner Associates, Inc.

Stonehenge Holdings

The Suddes Group, Inc.

Time Warner Communications

INDIVIDUALS
Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Barkley

Mr. and Mrs. Don M. Casto III

Mrs. Lois Chope

Mrs. Loann Crane

Ms. Tanny Crane and Mr. John Wolff

Mrs. Cecilia Cullman

Mr. John B. Deinhardt

Mr. and Mrs. John F. Finn

Mr. and Mrs. George George

Mr. Kenneth Gilman and  

 Ms. Carol Feinberg

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Glimcher

Ms. Lydia Hall

Mr. George L. Jenkins

Dr. Gerard S. Kakos

Mr. David Kass

Mr. and Mrs. Franklin E. Kass

Mr. Don Kelley

Mr. and Mrs. C. Robert Kidder

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Y. Lazarus

Dr. and Mrs. Steven S. Louis

Mr. and Mrs. John G. McCoy

Mr. and Mrs. Allan B. McFarland

Mr. and Mrs. David Milenthal

Ms. Floradelle A. Pfahl

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey A. Rich

Mrs. Elizabeth M. Ross

Ms. Barbara Trueman

Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Walter

Mr. and Mrs. David Webber

Ms. Elizabeth R. Williams

Mr. and Mrs. Harold G. Zieg

2012/2013 DONORS
CORPORATIONS & 
FOUNDATIONS
1972 Linden McKinley Class Reunion

Advanced Drainage Systems

American Electric Power

Bank of America Matching Gifts

Big Lots, Inc.

Big Red Rooster

Boehringer Ingelheim

Buffalo Teachers Federation

Capital University

Carbonari Family Foundation

Cardinal Health, Inc.

Chester Family Foundation

Columbia Gas

Columbus Chapter Delta Sigma

Columbus College of Art & Design

The Columbus Foundation

The Columbus Library

The Columbus Partnership

Columbus State Community College

COTA

Covelli Enterprises/Panera Bread 

Crane Group

Deloitte, LLP

Denison University

Dominion Middle School (Tei Street)

Donatos 

English Undergraduate ORG

Ernst and Young

Express

Fifth Third Bank

FutureSystems Consulting & Service Inc.

 Glimcher 

Harry C. Moores Foundation

Honda Manufactoring of America

Huntington National Bank Foundation

Ingram-White Castle Foundation

Insight Bank

The Jeffrey Company

JPMorgan Chase & Co.

KeyBank Foundation

Kroger

Limited Brands Foundation

The Links, Inc.-Twin Rivers Chapter

The Marsh Family Foundation

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management

Meuse Family Foundation

Mount Carmel College of Nursing

MurphyEpson 

Nationwide Insurance Foundation

NiSource

Norman, Jones, Enlow & Co.

Ohio Board of Regents

Ohio Dominican University

OhioHealth

Ohio Indemnity Company

Ohio State University

Ohio Wesleyan University

Ontario-Montclair School District

Outreach Promotional Solutions LLC

The Paul G. Duke Foundation

Pierce Communications

Plante Moran

Plaskolite, Inc.

Porter, Wright, Morris & Arthur

The Reinberger Foundation

Rich and Gillis Law Group, LLC

Roush Honda

Scioto County Foundation

The Shackelford Family Foundation 
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Shiloh Baptist Church

Siemer Family Foundation

Simson First Foundation

Sophisticated Systems

State Auto Insurance Companies

Steiner Associates, Inc.

Texas Guaranteed Student Loan  

 Corporation

The University of Toledo

Time Warner Communications

University of Alaska

US Bank

Vorys, Sater, Seymour & Pease

Wal-Mart

WBNS-10TV

The Weiler Company

White Castle

INDIVIDUALS
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth B. Ackerman

Mr. and Mrs. Stanford M. Ackley

Mr. James Garland and  

 Ms. Carol Andreae

Mr. Darrel Ayers

Ms. Melody Bankhead

Ms. Robbie Banks 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Barkley

Ms. Blossom Ann Barrett

Mr. and Mrs. J. Patrick Beany

Ms. Nancy Bearor

Ms. Karen Beck

Ms. Evelyn Bell

Ms. Nancy Casto Benson

Ms. Beth A. Berkhouse

Mr. Raymond J. Biddiscombe

Ms. Virginia Black

Ms. Beth Von Blon

Mr. and Mrs. David S. Bloomfield

Mr. Kevin Boyce

Ms. Meghan Brennan

Dr. and Mrs. J. Richard Briggs

Mr. Daniel Brown

Ms. Diane Burke

Dr. and Mrs. John A. Burns

Mr. Bobby Carrington

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Calvert

Ms. Vivian Bolden Carstens

Ms. Lauren Carter

Mr. Ron E Carter

Mr. and Mrs. Don M. Casto III

Ms. Rhonda Clayborn

Mr. Robert D. Clinger

Estate of Robert L. Cobacker

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas J. Cohen

Ms. Deborah Copeland

Mr. James Ginter and  

 Mrs. Ida Copenhaver

Mrs. Georgeann Corey

Mr. Daniel Jameson Crane

Ms. Jamie Crane and Mr. Tim Miller

Ms. Tanny Crane and Mr. John Wolff

Mrs. Loann Crane

Mr. Bradley Danielson

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph F. Davidson

Mr. John B. Deinhardt

Ms. Paula Deming

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick J.  Devine

Ms. Julie Didlick

Mr. R. H. Dillon

Mr. and Mrs. Jason Dolin

Ms. Sue Goetz Doody

Mr. Edward M. Dunlap

Ms. Michele Dunlap

Mr. Andy and Mrs. Diane Dunn

Ms. Wendy Weiler and  

 Mr. Michael Dwyer

Mr. and Mrs. John Easton

Dr. and Mrs. Todd Ebbrecht

Mr. Robert Barrow and  

 Ms. Carla Edlefson

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Edwards

Mr. and Mrs. John W. Edwards

Ms. Jane W. Ellis

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard L. Erven

Ms. Geraldine T.  Ferguson

Ms. Laurie Ferreri

Mr. John Finn

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence L. Fisher

Ms. Jan Fleming

Mr. and Mrs. Ivery D. Foreman

Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Foster

Mr. and Mrs. Edward W. Foulke

Mr. & Mrs. Philip Franke

Dr. Mabel Freeman

Mr. and Mrs. Don Freytag

Mr. and Mrs. Craig Fullen 

Mr. Robert Gallant

Mr. and Mrs. Pat Geyer

Ms. W. Shawna Gibbs

Mr. and Mrs. David P. Gill

Mr. and Mrs. Gary D. Giller

Mr. and Mrs. Philip J. Glandon

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Glick

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Glimcher

Mr. Ryan Goehring

Ms. Brenda S. Gonzalez

Mr. William A. Good

Ms. Tracey Graham

Mr. Philip P. Gramlich

Mr. Bruce Green

Mr. Dennison Griffth

Mr. and Mrs. Michael B. Griffith

Mr. Steve Niehoff and  

 Ms. Stephanie Groce

Mr. Thomas R. Gross Jr.

Mr. Dan Hall and Ms. Erin Brennan Hall

Mr. Michael Hamilton

Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Harrell Jr.

Mr. and Dr. Stanley Harris

Dr. and Mrs. David Harrison

Ms. Christiana Hilditch

Ms. Mary Gay Jackson

Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Jensen

Ms. Catherine T. Johnston

Dr. Gerard S. Kakos

Ms. Amy Kanzigg

Mr. Thomas L. Kaplin

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Kay

Mr. James J. Keller

Mrs. Sara Jo Kobacker

Ms. Melodee Siegel Kornacker

Ms. Sharon Kossman

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph S. Kowaluk

Dr. Kathy Krendl

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas F. Kridler

Mr. and Mrs. Tahlman Krumm Jr.

Dr. and Mrs. Calvin M. Kunin

Ms. Karen Kersh Kurapkat

Mr. James F. Laird, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen F. Lauer

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lindemann

Ms. Judith Gaye Long

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Loveland

Ms. Beverly Maddox

Mr. and Mrs. James T. Mahoney

Ms. Shirley J Mann

Mr. Ezra Singer and  

   Ms. MaryAnn Masur 

Mr. and Mrs. Allan B. McFarland

Mr. and Mrs. C. Granger McKinney

Mr. and Mrs. Keith McNamara

Mr. J. Jeffrey McNealey

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph F. Meara

Ms. Karen Merritt

Mr. and Mrs. H. Theodore Meyer

Mr. and Mrs. Carl D. Miller

Ms. Joyce W. Mills

Ms. Cynthia Ann Misogiane

Dr. and Mrs. Paul S. Morton

Ms. Teri Mullins

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Patterson

Ms. Betsey Poling

Mr. Eugene H. Pierce Jr. and  

   Ms. Elaine Pyrch Pierce

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Ransier

Mr. J. Sebastian Restrepo

Ms. Suzie Retterer-Helfrich

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Reves

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey A. Rich

Mr. and Mrs. Walter E. Richardson Jr.

Ms. Sally Rider

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Ridgley

Mr. Christopher Robinson

Mr. and Mrs. Rich Rosen

Mr. and Mrs. John Rothschild Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Royer

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas N. Ryan

Ms. Deborah F. Sanders

Mr. David R. Schooler

Mr. and Mrs. David E. Schuller

Mr. and Mrs. John Schumacher Jr.

Ms. Patricia K. Schwabacher

Ms. Josephine Scott

Mr. and Mrs. Donald B. Shackelford

Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Siemer

Ms. Tonya Shinabargar

Mr. and Mrs.  

   Thomas L. Sholl

Ms. Janelle  

   Simmons

Ms. Peggy I Simmons

Mr. and Mrs. Koboi  

   M. Simpson

Dr. and Mrs. William  

 L. Smead

Ms. Michelle Smith

Mr. and Mrs. F. Samuel Smith

Mrs. Harrison W. Smith

Ms. Joyce E. Smith

Ms. Christie Sonnen

Ms. Karen L. Spooner

Mr. Mark Stauffer

Mrs. Patricia Stedman

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Steinour

Dr. Michael F. Stephens

Ms. Sheryl Stephens

Mr. Stephen Strasser

Ms. Tei Y. Street

Mr. and Mrs. Roger P. Sugarman

Mr. Kenneth Sweet

Mr. and Dr. Thomas E. Szykowny

Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton J. Teaford

Mr. Mark W Thurman

Mrs. Susan Tomasky and  

 Mr. Ron Ungvarsky 

Ms. Barbara Trueman

Ms. Tracy Cooper-Tuckman and  

 Mr. Bruce Tuckman

Ms. Katherine Ungar

Mr. and Mrs. Mark E. Vannatta

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew D. Walter

Mr. James Weaver

Mr. and Mrs. David Webber

Dr. and Mrs. Robert J. Weiler

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Weiler, Jr.

Mr. Ernest D. West III

Mr. David Whitcre

Mr. Stephen S. Wittmann

Ms. Mary Anne Wiedenheft

Mr. and Mrs. William S. Williams

Ms. Erin Wilson

Ms. Shirley Wohlwend

Ms. Karen Wolf

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Wright

DENISON

For more information about Denison University, I Know I Can, or scholarship opportunities, please call or write the Denison University Office of Admissions

Denison University

  salutes its Columbus City Schools high school graduates, including I Know I Can* scholars.

 Sumeya Abdullahi ’15 Northland

 Theodore Jones ’16 Centennial

 Yusuf Ahmed* ’16 Northland

 Mia Juratovac ’14 Whetstone

 Prime Koubaka ’14 Northland

 Drew Bailey ’17 Centennial 

 Joshua Kumi-Darko* ’15 Northland

 Daijuon Bridges ’14 Beechcroft 

 Susuana Mensah ’15 Northland

 Emily Carnevale* ’16 Centennial 

 Brennan Waters ’15  Eastmoor  

Academy

 Francisco Gaytan ’15 Northland 

 Bryn Webster ’15 Centennial

 Conner Grossguth* ’16 West 

 Darius White* ’16 East

 Vincent Albarano ’15  Columbus  

Alternative
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{Going places.}

Congratulations to I Know I Can 
for 25 successful years! Your 
accomplishments and the positive 
impact on our community create

a higher return on experience.

Contact:  
Robert Shenton 614.222.9064 
robert.shenton@plantemoran.com

plantemoran.com

TM



E X P E R I E N C E 
the World

BEGINNING AT

Ohio 
Wesleyan
WHAT CAN YOU STUDY?
Anything. Ohio Wesleyan offers more 

than 90 majors that prepare you to 

succeed in whatever profession or 

career you choose.

WHERE CAN YOU STUDY?
Anywhere. Ohio Wesleyan’s unique 

programs let you learn all over the 

globe—from New York to Nepal, 

Chicago to China, San Francisco to 

Spain—and everyplace in between.

Let Ohio Wesleyan be your gateway to 

the world. And to the rest of your life.

choose.owu.edu
owuadmit@owu.edu 

(800) 922-8953

BLUEPRINT: COLLEGE

George Chatters

Lindsey Lee

Dave Metz

Jefferson Blackburn- 

  Smith

Trevor Thomas

Mabel Freeman

Cindy Webber

Delta Sigma Phi  

 Fraternity  

 (OSU Chapter)

Misty Mahafkey

City Year Columbus  

 (South & Linden)

Debbie Petrella

Janelle Simmons

Robbie Banks

Luke Morris

Lauren Mungin

Jan Crozier

Nancy Gibson

Sarah Lytle

Craig Sohl

Loretta Wicks

Carli Isgregg

Michele Salomone

Stephanie Volbrecht

Chase Ledin

Ben Shoemaker

Mark Moffitt

Sarah Reisers

Kera Manley

Rich Rosen

Joe Messinger

Kris Devine

Mark Vannatta

Ernest D. West, III

Mark Stauffer

Tanny Crane

Michael Childs

Omar Elhagmusa

Reggie Thomas

Michael Childs

Tezin Chambee

Stacy Gessells

Andre Robinson

Kathy Cumberland

Kristy Wibbenmeyer

Allan Hill

Diedra Bruskin

William Mclelland

Eryn Remy

Gary James

Stacy Gessells

Christina Stevens

Ron Dugas

Robert Patterson

FAFSA WORKSHOP

Ruben Auls

Angela Baker

Jennifer Bollinger

Carina Carter

Brandon Chaney

Mark Coffey

Maya Davenport

Tom Davison

Erin Deitzler

Ashley Dimitri

Maggie Ellison

Sally Francis

Adrianne Gant

Vella Garrett-Smith

Ja’na Gooch

Greg Halbe

Randy Hering

Keith Hopeck

Harrison Hove

Gary Hughes

Jim Hutchins

Tammi Jordan

Yogeesh Kamath

Sari Kelley

Christopher Killeya

Debbie Kingsboro

Larry Kish

John Lackey

Gwendolyn Lydy

Michael Maley

Joseph Messinger

Helena Mobley

Kitty Monk

Bob Neilon

Steve Neihoff

Kathy Patton

Brad Philhower

Joseph Reardon

Rhonetta Robinson

Betsy Schmalz

Ben Skinner

Tracy Spikes

Daryl Steen

Mary Alice Sutton

Tim Tucker

Karen Tylak

Benjamin Vail

Brittany Vallier

Joy Walker-Clem

Tina Watkins

Jeff Webb

Cynthia Webber

Doug Wittig 

RIGHT TO  

READ WEEK

Barbara Pratzner

Nikki Scarpitti

Susan Merryman

Dr. Kathy Krendl

Bob Gatti

Michelle Dippold

Commissioner  

 John O’Grady

Bryan Steward

Michael Delaney

Erica Riverra

Kiara Harris

Carla Fountaine

David Croom

Darci Congrove

Tom Hastings

Dianne Radigan

Brian Ritchie

Tanny Crane

Christina Swonger

Teckie Shackelford

John Ness

Ivy Curtis

Mike Poling

Michele Dunlap

Antaeus Lee

Steve Lyons

Karen Davis

Lamar Hunt, Jr.

Yvonne Hunnicutt

Bob Weiler

Dwayne Robinson

Joy Bradley

Doc West

Dr. Denny Griffith

Dr. Theresa Holleran

Melissa Ingwersen

David Kandel

Toula Delinikos

Velecia Luckette

DeWyan Allen

Diana Ransom

Harold Ransom

Randy Demyan

Auditor Dave Yost

Rashonda Price

Reggie Wilkinson

Adrianne Gant

Randy Snyder

Jen Bowden

Colleen Cheek

Tanisha Robinson

Brandon Height

Matt D’Oyly

Craig Neal

Katie Massey

Kimberly  Randall

Walter Jackson

Kathleen Ransier

Magen Runyan

Tei Street

Jordan Miller 

Stefanie Steward- 

 Young

Eddie Harrell

Commissioner  

 Marilyn Brown

Jane Grote Abell

Councilmember  

 Priscilla Tyson

Laura Kraus

Alexa Strohm

Dwight Smith

Todd McDonald

Commissioner  

 Paula Brooks

Tristan Copper

Dr. Steve Allen

Robin Lynch

Lari Madosky Shaw 

Kyle Sellers

Scott Monroe

Ida Copenhaver

Todd Daughenbaugh

Glenay Reid

Susie Isphording

Jennifer Ritchie

Shawn Hayden

Thomas Higgins

Jim Riley

Steve Heiser

Tom Sholl

Alison Pegg

Raymone Simpson

Kathy Pemberton

Kyle Atwood

Esther Renee Brown

Tinisha Tolber

Sara McGinniss

Ryan Miller

Monica Millard

Mark Conwell 

Tom Feeney

Anne Johnson

Greg Dodd

Alison Circle

Ken Kozek

Adam Chaudry

Marv Briskey

Ann Dodson

Dr. Gene Harris

CeCe Harris

Kristen Rodil

Hallie Frair

CHEERS TO OUR

VOLUNTEERS

Adam Chaudry

Marv Briskey

Ann Dodson

Dr. Gene Harris

CeCe Harris

Kristen Rodil

Hallie Frair
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
MICHAEL  
HAMILTON 
Michael graduated from  

West High School in 1988 

and became one of I Know  

I Can’s first grant recipients. 

He served as president of  

the IKIC Alumni Association in 1999 and 

continues to support IKIC as a donor. After 

high school, Michael attained his bachelor’s 

from Denison University followed by a Juris 

Doctorate from Georgetown University.  

Currently, Michael serves as the Associate 

General Counsel for The Telx Group based  

in New York. 

MICHAEL’S GREATEST PIECE OF ADVICE 
FOR CURRENT COLLEGE STUDENTS?
Create opportunities where you see none, learn 
from those who preceded you, and don’t forget 
your obligation to ensure there is a path for those 
that follow you.

MICHAEL’S THOUGHTS ON THE  
IMPORTANCE OF I KNOW I CAN?
The role of I Know I Can in demystifying college 
for economically disadvantaged students is an 
economic necessity. Education has been crucial in 
opening doors for Michael, not just for his career, 
but his life in general – doors that likely would 
have remained closed had he not been given the 
opportunity to follow his dreams and attain a 
college education. 

MICHAEL’S FONDEST MEMORY  
OF I KNOW I CAN?
Sitting down with Amy Farkas and Joann Davis 
to decide which law school he would attend after 
graduating from Denison.

JIMMY  
SHEPPARD
A graduate of Marion-Frank-

lin High School in 2004, 

Jimmy attended Denison 

University and graduated in 

2008 with a B.A. in Politi-

cal Science and History.  He’s since pursued 

his dreams of working in politics, sitting as 

the Deputy Legislative Liaison for the office of 

Governor John R. Kasich.  Before that, though, 

Jimmy served as an I Know I Can Retention 

Advisor, giving back to the organization he 

says gave him so much. 

JIMMY’S GREATEST PIECE OF ADVICE FOR 
CURRENT COLLEGE STUDENTS?
Take as many internships as you can, find your 
passions, and then find a way to make a career 
of them.

JIMMY’S THOUGHTS ON THE  
IMPORTANCE OF I KNOW I CAN?
As a first generation college graduate, the exper-
tise and experience that I Know I Can brings to 
the table is invaluable to students and families 
navigating the college process including admis-
sions and financial aid. Beyond high school, he 
feels the support the IKIC staff provides to college 
students is incredibly important to ensuring that 
they have the ability to market themselves and 
enter into a fulfilling career after graduation.

JIMMY’S FONDEST MEMORY  
OF I KNOW I CAN?
Spending time with his retention advisor, Mary 
Rose, while at Denison. She helped him not only 
adjust to life in college, but provided the encour-
agement and advice to help him get through 
the most challenging times, always offering a 
shoulder to lean on. 

ELIZABETH 
WEAVER
As a member of one of I 

Know I Can’s first classes, 

Elizabeth Weaver has made 

quite a name for herself 

since graduating from 

Linden-McKinley High School in 1990. She’s 

since received her undergraduate degree from 

Ohio Wesleyan University, an MFA in Creative 

Writing from Columbia University as well as a 

Graduate Certificate in Composition Studies 

from the State University of New York. She 

spent 15 years teaching, and now is working as 

a freelance writer in New York City. 

ELIZABETH’S GREATEST PIECE OF ADVICE 
FOR CURRENT COLLEGE STUDENTS?
Elizabeth always likes to remind students that 
college is a great foundation – a spring board for 
so many opportunities after.  Life will change, and 
you can never say today what you will be doing 
far into the future. What students study right now 
is not the make-it-or-break-it factor in what kind 
of wonderful things life might have in store so for 
them, just be sure to work hard, do well and enjoy 
each day – the rest will fall into place.

WHY DOES ELIZABETH FEEL  
I KNOW I CAN IS SO VALUABLE  
FOR THE STUDENTS OF CCS?
I Know I Can plays an important role in helping 
students who are smart and hardworking to take 
the next step of navigating the college going pro-
cess. Especially when students are so young and 
intimidated – I Know I Can provides the confi-
dence and support students need to move forward 
in reaching their college goals.  

ELIZABETH’S FONDEST MEMORY  
OF I KNOW I CAN?
Having the support of I Know I Can advisor, 
JoAnn Davis. JoAnn spent countless hours with 
Elizabeth, helping her apply to Ohio Wesleyan.  
Four years later, JoAnn and Elizabeth repeated 
the same process as they sorted through college 
brochures and drafted essays for graduate school. 

I Know I Can reconnects with program alumni
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Congratulations 
on 25 years

Crane Group 
is proud to support

I Know I Can
in helping students achieve 

their college dream.



After serving 19 years as a college advisor and 

helping hundreds of Columbus City Schools 

students make their college dreams a reality, 

our dear friend Mary Rose has retired from her 

position on the I Know I Can retention staff. 

Mary began at I Know I Can as a volunteer 

advisor at Linden McKinley High School. She 

was a familiar and consistent face in the school 

when it was going through many changes  

and transitions. In recent years, Mary served 

as a retention advisor at Otterbein University, 

Denison University, Capital University and 

Ohio Wesleyan University. She provided the 

CCS graduates at these schools with help in 

navigating their new campuses and develop-

ing their college plans and career goals.

“We are so thankful for Mary’s years of  

commitment to our students, and are going 

to miss her passion for making sure that  

each student is not just completing college, 

but succeeding while there and after,”  

said Kim Ebbrecht, IKIC’s Senior Director of  

College Advising.  

Jimmy Sheppard, Marion-Franklin Graduate, 

was just one of the many students fortunate 

enough to have Mary’s support. “One of  

my fondest memories of I Know I Can was 

meeting with Mary Rose every week while I 

was at Denison,” Jimmy shares. “Even when I 

just needed someone to talk to, she was there 

to provide the advice and support during what 

could be challenging years.”  

In her retirement, Mary plans to take time  

to focus on another passion of hers, the  

Columbus Zoo and Aquarium. Mary has  

been an appointed member on the Columbus 

Zoo Board of Directors for several years.  

She holds a special place in her heart for  

the bonobos. In fact, in 2010, when a new 

baby bonobo arrived, the great ape was 

named “Mary-Rose” in honor of our very  

own college advisor.  

She has a heart for service and for the Columbus community  

and we wish her the best of luck in her retirement.  

Yes, I want to invest in  
a student’s college education!

NAME  NAME TO BE ACKNOWLEDGED IF DIFFERENT

PHONE EMAIL

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIPCODE

INVESTMENT CATEGORIES

   Scholar ($6,000+)

    Graduate  

($2,500 - $5,999)

   Senior ($1,000 - $2,499)

   Junior ($250 -$999)

   Sophomore ($50 - $249)

   Freshman (under $50)

YOUR INVESTMENT

    Enclosed is my investment for $ ______________________ 

Please make checks payable to I Know I Can.

   Charge my Visa / Mastercard / Discover for $ ___________

ACCOUNT NUMBER

SIGNATURE

3 DIGIT SECURITY CODE

I AM INTERESTED IN

   Making a pledge    Planned giving     Volunteering

Your investment is tax deductible to the extent permitted by law. 

Please send questions, comments or donations to

 I Know I Can, 3798 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio, 43213.  

For further information, please call 614.233.9510 or visit www.iknowican.org. 

BEST WISHES TO  
MARY ROSE  
IN HER RETIREMENT



 

 
  

 

  
  
  

  

 
 

 


