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The last few years have been incredibly difficult, testing the resolve of our community in ways we could 
have never imagined. Although the hard work continues, I have never felt more inspired by the strength 
and resilience shown by not only the I Know I Can team and the amazing families we serve, but also the 
many partner organizations that stepped up to ensure Columbus students had the support they needed 
to make their college and career goals a reality. While the pandemic created immeasurable challenges, it 
has also taught us that working together is more important than ever and will continue to be critical in 
helping our young people achieve their dreams. 

I am so proud of the new and strengthened partnerships I Know I Can has forged over the past academic 
year. Last November, we collaborated with City of Columbus, Columbus City Council, Columbus City 
Schools, and Columbus State Community College to launch The Columbus Promise, an initiative that 
provides high school graduates with a tuition-free education. Additionally, I Know I Can began a 
partnership with Reynoldsburg City Schools to provide advising services to students through the 
Gaining Early Awareness & Readiness for Undergraduate Programs (GEAR UP) grant. I Know I Can also 
enhanced its FAFSA completion efforts with support from Ohio Department of Higher Education, which 
included a partnership with Workforce Development Board of Central Ohio to use its mobile unit to 
meet students out in the community to help them with their post-secondary plans. We are so grateful to 
our countless partners who make our work possible and enable us to reach more students through 
innovative and strategic programming. 

As we reflect on the past year and look forward to the year ahead, I wholeheartedly thank our board of 
directors and staff for their perseverance and continued commitment to the students of central Ohio. I 
Know I Can is excited to enhance and grow its services to empower more students to dream big, work 
hard, and build a brighter future for themselves and our community. 

Katina Fullen, Executive Director, I Know I Can

Letter from 
the Executive 
Director
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Letter from  
the Board President
I Know I Can has been truly fortunate as an organization to have leaders 
who have helped guide us through unprecedented times. When I 
accepted the role as Board President, I knew I was stepping into a role 
that was held by one of those truly special leaders, The Amazing Tei 
Street. I want to thank Tei, and Katina, for navigating I Know I Can 
through quite possibly the most difficult years in the history of our 
organization. Not only did you steer us through the challenges, but we 
emerged as a true champion in the community.  

A key area of emphasis for our organization has been to continue to 
build on the incredible partnerships that have helped I Know I Can and 
the city of Columbus thrive no matter the challenges we face. It is those 
partnerships that will help us continue to grow. The recently launched 
Columbus Promise is just one of the efforts that would not have been 
possible if it weren’t for strong, trusting partnerships that put the best 
interests of students over everything else. In my role at Columbus State 
Community College, it has been a blessing to know that I Know I Can was 
a lead partner in helping make the Columbus Promise a reality.  

As we look to the future, it will be important to remain focused on 
students and their needs. For over 30 years, I Know I Can has been 
focused on helping students get to and through college. While that work 
will continue, it is also time for us to think about what success looks like 
for all Columbus students. An area of opportunity for our city is career 
readiness, and I Know I Can is poised to be one of the key partners that 
help work towards this goal. Whether it is through the Columbus 
Promise, our partnership with Workforce Development Board of Central 
Ohio, or the launch of a career advising pilot program with Columbus 
City Schools, I can promise that I Know I Can will be part of the solution.  

Thank you to the board, the staff, and all those who invest in our 
organization and our students. Without each of you, this work would not 
be possible.

Rebecca Butler, Ph.D., Executive Vice President,  
Columbus State Community College



Together, we are providing more access to post-secondary options.

Frank McManaway is a 2022 graduate of Briggs High School who is enrolled at Columbus State Community 
College (CSCC) through the Columbus Promise. A good student who has always loved electronics, he was 
taking apart and building computers when he was only ten years old. Even though neither of his parents 
attended college, Frank always dreamed that a degree would be in his future. However, he grew worried about 
finances when he saw the debt that his older sister was accruing while attending college in northern Ohio.

When the Columbus Promise assembly was held at his high school, Frank was sure it was just an attempt to 
keep students motivated after COVID. He was shocked and happy to hear that the class of 2022 was eligible 
to attend CSCC tuition-free. This fall, Frank enrolled as a cybersecurity major with plans to get an associate 
degree and then transfer to a four-year college to continue his studies. He is grateful to the Columbus 
Promise for alleviating the stress he felt about paying for college and launching him toward a fulfilling and 
lucrative career. 

*For more on Frank’s story and other student spotlights, visit our website at iknowican.org/student-spotlights.

Opening  
Opportunities
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More than

1,000
applications 

submitted

Over $9.5M  
committed from private and 

public sector partners



100% increase 
Two times as many Columbus City 
Schools students attending CSCC  

than previous year

629 

Columbus Promise  
scholars enrolled  

at CSCC in the fall of 
2022 tuition-free 

“The Columbus Promise opened a door 
for me that I thought was locked behind 

financial debt and distress. ” Frank McManaway



More than 18,000 
one-on-one advising 

sessions occurred in 27 
high schools with an  
I Know I Can advisor

20%  
increase

2,159 FAFSAs completed  
last year, significantly  

above Ohio’s increase of 2%AD
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TS Students submitted  

5,650  
college applications

“I got a golden ticket!  
I am so grateful for my 

advisors who knew I 
could do it and motivated 

me through the whole 
process.”  Jacqueline Lopez Reyes



Together, we are advocating for students and showing them that if they 
dream it, they can achieve it.

Understanding post-secondary options can be daunting, but I Know I Can’s advisors are 
integrated in 27 Columbus-area high schools to guide students through the process and 
encourage them to make the most of their opportunities.

Jacqueline Lopez Reyes is a 2022 graduate of Westland High School who dreamed of going to 
college but was determined not to burden her family with student debt. Early in high school, she 
put the idea of college out of her mind until she met with her I Know I Can advisors. With their 
encouragement, Jackie attended FAFSA workshops, perfected her essays, and filled out college 
applications. Her hard work paid off with an acceptance letter from her dream school, The Ohio 
State University. Still, paying for college was a concern.

Working with her advisors, Jackie filled out every scholarship and grant application they could find. 
When she received an email saying she had been awarded a Morrill Scholarship for full tuition, she 
was skeptical. She took the email to Ms. Emrich, her I Know I Can advisor, who confirmed that the 
scholarship was real. Jackie realized her dream of attending college without debt. 

Jackie is the first in her family to go to college and is excited about her future as an accounting 
major at The Ohio State University.

*For more on Jacqueline’s story and other student spotlights, visit our website at iknowican.org/student-spotlights.

GUIDING & ADVISING

Over 110  
outreach events 

were held throughout  
the community to  

engage families

Twelve AmeriCorps 
Ohio College  

Guides met with 

15,500
students and 

graduates
I Know I Can children’s books were 
distributed to elementary schools

4,000



Together, we are providing resources that make college attainable.

Rising college costs are a barrier for many students when making plans for their academic 
futures. I Know I Can is committed to helping students access funding opportunities, ensuring 
college dreams can become a reality.

In 2018, Kanyinsola Oye was awarded an I Know I Can Founders’ Scholarship, worth $40,000 over 
four years. Her scholarship, supported by Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.; Gamma Zeta Zeta Chapter 
(Columbus, Ohio) was for a student attending a Historically Black College or University.  

As a child, Kanyinsola dreamed of attending Howard University. She wanted to be a part of the 
rich legacy of influential Black women who came before her.  Kanyinsola has dedicated her life to 
uplifting her community and creating space for marginalized voices. At age 17, she founded She 
Can Make a Difference, an organization that teaches students about female empowerment and 
self-love. Kanyinsola’s passion for service and impressive academic record made her a perfect 
candidate for the Founders’ Scholarship.

funding dreams
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S OVER $1,907,670  
awarded in grants and scholarships

Founders’ Scholarship  
($10,000/year)  

$548,925

Dream Big Scholarship  
($3,500/year)  

$459,346

IKIC Grant 
($1,200/year)  

$899,400 



“Attending Howard 
University debt-free 

was my dream — 
and I made it come 

true!”  Kanyinsola Oye 

629 Columbus Promise Scholars

awarded full tuition, fees, and $1,000 stipend

Kanyinsola’s achievements are a testament to her hard work and resilience. She attended Howard 
University, excelled in her coursework, and even joined the sorority that paved the way for her college 
journey. This year, she graduated summa cum laude with a degree in political science and history. 
Kanyinsola plans to attend law school and use her education to champion human rights causes. 

*For more on Kanyinsola’s story and other student spotlights, visit our website at iknowican.org/student-spotlights.



Total revenue: $6,720,850

5
+6+7+25+27+30 Foundations 

$353,000

Corporations 
$465,500

Contracted 
Services 

$1,840,750 

Individuals 
$386,600

Government 
$1,675,000 

I Know I Can 
Endowment 
$2,000,000 

Total expenses*: $6,449,450

5
+5+12+16+26+36

Early College  
Awareness 
$290,050

Franklin County  
Partner Districts 

$787,600

College Advising 
$1,715,300

College  
Retention 
$333,400

Operating 
$1,019,200

I Know I Can  
Grants & Scholarships 

$2,303,900

THE NUMBERS
Fiscal Year 2022

*Budgeted financials



I Know I Can’s Community Impact
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Together, we are helping more students than ever before plan for life after high 
school. But there is more to do! Our students are hard-working and motivated, but 
often lack access to the opportunities and resources needed to reach their goals. 

Will you continue to help?

•	 Inspire elementary school students to dream big about their futures
•	 Enable middle school students to explore in-demand careers 		
	 through virtual reality programming 
•	 Provide high school students with early exposure to career and 		
	 college opportunities
•	 Guide seniors through the complex admissions and financial  
	 aid processes  
•	 Fund grants and scholarships for high school graduates
•	 Support students as they navigate college or workforce training 		
	 programs for the first time

Facebook: www.facebook.com/iknowican88
Instagram: @iknowican88
Twitter: @iknowican88 

I Know I Can
1108 City Park Avenue, Suite 301
Columbus, OH 43206

614.233.9510
engage@iknowican.org
www.iknowican.org

THANK YOU

Give online at  
www.iknowican.org/engage/donate/


