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Dear Friends,

As I reflect on another remarkable year for I Know I Can (IKIC), I am  
filled with both gratitude and pride. Our commitment to empowering 
students and their families remains unwavering, and I am honored to 
represent our Board of Directors in sharing our progress with you.

Since our founding in 1988, I Know I Can has championed the belief  
that education is a transformative force. This year, we have reaffirmed 
our mission: to ensure every student has access to the knowledge, 
information, and resources that lead to a successful future. We 
recognize that success is not a one-size-fits-all path; it can be a college 
degree, credential program, job training, or military service. In this 
spirit, we have broadened our focus to support all students in 
achieving their individual aspirations.

Our dedicated I Know I Can advisors have been at the forefront of this 
mission, providing tailored guidance to help students navigate their 
choices. Whether it’s assisting with college applications and financial  
aid or exploring career and military pathways, our advisors make sure 
students have an actionable plan for life after high school. Their work  
not only fosters confidence and resilience but also reinforces our  
belief in the potential of every student.

As Board President, I want to extend my heartfelt appreciation to our 
staff, whose passion and dedication bring our mission to life. I also  
want to acknowledge the vital support from our partners and donors, 
who make this important work possible. Together, we are not just 
helping students realize their dreams—we are strengthening the  
entire fabric of our community.

Thank you for your unwavering support of I Know I Can. We look  
forward to another year of collaboration and achievement as we 
continue to inspire and empower students to pursue their passions  
and reach their fullest potential.

With gratitude,

Rebecca Butler, Ph.D.
Board President 
I Know I Can
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I Know I Can staff enjoying the kitchen featuring  
a light fixture made from graduation tassels.

In January, I Know I Can relocated to 215 North Front 
Street in the heart of downtown Columbus. Our new 
offices within the Community Impact Center create a 
dynamic, collaborative environment for non-profits. 
Thanks to our partners at Dupler Office and TENFOLD, 
the space is beautifully designed and includes a variety 
of workstations that enhance productivity while 
fostering a sense of community.

We are especially grateful to Nationwide for their 
generous investment in transforming underutilized 
office space into a thriving hub for non-profit 
organizations. Additionally, we extend our thanks  
to the United Way of Central Ohio for their leadership  
in this initiative, which enables us to amplify our  
impact in the community and work more  
effectively together.

NEW YEAR.  
NEW HOME.

8TH GRADERS  
EXPLORE FUTURE  

CAREER 
OPTIONS
In fall 2023, I Know I Can expanded  
its career advising program to every  
Columbus City Schools middle school.

More than 3,000 eight graders participated in engaging 
lessons delivered by our AmeriCorps Ohio College & 
Career Guides, expanding their awareness of future career 
opportunities. These lessons were brought to life  
through hands-on activities, immersive field trips to 
COSI and local businesses, and the use of virtual reality 
headsets with career simulations. Students explored 
dozens of careers including electric vehicle technician, 
welder, surgical technologist, graphic designer, and more.

Career Exploration participants learning  
about science careers on a field trip to COSI.



I KNOW I CAN
Students navigating the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) faced unique 
challenges this year. With a three-month delay 
in the launch of a simplified application and 
multiple technical glitches, our I Know I Can 
advisors stepped up to offer crucial support 
throughout the process. They organized 32 
workshops and offered individual meetings  
with students and families to guide them  
through completing their applications.

In addition to their traditional roles, I Know I Can staff members  
support our students and the central Ohio community  

by educating, advocating, and volunteering.

ADAPTING TO 
FAFSA CHANGES

Raising funds from the Columbus 

Blue Jackets 50/50 raffle

Advocating for students  on Capitol Hill

Supporting the 
 African American Wellness Walk

FAFSA workshop at  

Centennial High School

Volunteering at  

the Furniture Bank Helping our students  

at Kitchen for Life
Celebrating at  the Pride Parade

In the Community

Ashley Logan, Chief Program Officer, speaks with  
a reporter from ABC6 about FAFSA challenges.

Thanks to two grants, one from the City 
of Columbus and one from the federal 
government, we initiated a grassroots 
advertising campaign to encourage central  
Ohio students to seek assistance. These 
collaborative efforts led to a substantial 
increase in FAFSA submissions, bringing  
us close to the completion levels of  
previous years.



I Know I Can’s new College & Career Coach extended 
our reach year-round, connecting with students and 
families outside of school hours. This summer, the 
coach visited libraries, churches, community centers, 
and schools, helping students with career exploration, 
college applications, financial aid, and post-high  
school planning. Our efforts were highlighted on  
the front page of The Columbus Dispatch. Visit 
iknowican.org/about/in-the-news to read more.

to support central 
Ohio students. 

1,949
 miles

IKIC students 
submitted  

over  

7,000 
college   

  applications.

  More than  

16,000  
  �One-on-one advising  

sessions helped  
high schoolers  
plan their futures.Yolette Esparza  Westland High School Class of 2024

The FAFSA was 
stressful,  
but my advisor 
made it easy!”

I’m so grateful for 
IKIC’s help with 
college applications 
and financial aid.”

Maria Cabanas Flores  

Whitehall-Yearling High School 

Class of 2024

IKIC’s College &  
Career Coach traveled

EXPANDING 
OUTREACH 
BEYOND 
SCHOOL HOURS

IKIC College & Career Coach 

Powered by Bread Financial



On a rainy day in May, the I Know I Can team, 
joined by volunteers from Huntington and 
Sage Sustainable Electronics, distributed 
over 500 refurbished laptops to high schools 
in the Columbus, Reynoldsburg, South-
Western, and Whitehall school districts. 
Thanks to additional contributions from 

Nationwide, Vertiv, and Ologie, I Know I Can 
was able to provide more than 750 laptops 
last year to graduating seniors and college 
students. We take pride in our efforts to help 
eliminate technology barriers and support 
our students’ success in higher education.

LAPTOPS 
DONATED TO 
COLLEGE-GOING 
STUDENTS

The I Know I Can Grant, established in 
1988, aims to help Columbus City Schools 
students bridge the gap between their 
financial aid and the cost of attendance. 
As college costs have risen, the need for 
additional financial resources has also 
grown. In response, beginning with the 
class of 2024, I Know I Can has increased 
the grant to $2,500 annually, offering 
students greater support to cover their 
unmet financial needs and pursue their 
postsecondary dreams.

Grant Increases for the 
First Time in 36 Years

more than  

$41 million 
in I Know I Can Grants  
have been awarded  
over the past 36 years!

Thanks to the I  
Know I Can grant,  
I completed my  
degree with minimal 
loans and no out-of-
pocket expenses.  
I’m forever grateful.”

As a former teacher, 
personally delivering 
these laptops to 
high schools in my 
backyard made for  
a truly special day!”

C. Alex Juarez 
Huntington Volunteer

Michael Hamilton Member of the inaugural  class of IKIC Grant recipients

Quanetta Batts 

Linden-McKinley High School  

Class of 1999

Reynoldsburg High School  

senior with his new laptop



Twenty-seven outstanding 
Columbus City Schools seniors 
were awarded our prestigious 
Founders Scholarship, each 
valued at up to $10,000 annually 
and renewable for four years. 
The recipients of this scholarship 
have demonstrated exceptional 
dedication to their academic 
pursuits and community 

involvement. New this year, Miami 
University committed to fund five 
Founders Scholarships annually. 
Miami University joins eight 
other Ohio institutions directly 
supporting scholarship recipients, 
along with generous individual  
and corporate donors who  
make the Founders Scholarship 
program possible.

This spring, I Know I Can 
hosted two Blueprint: 
College workshops at The 
Ohio State University and 
Capital University. These 
workshops are designed for 
9th and 10th grade families, 
ensuring they have the 
knowledge, information, 
and resources needed to 
successfully navigate high 
school and prepare for college 
and beyond. Students and 
parents learned practical 
tips, timelines, and college 
terminology to help them 
plan for higher education. 
Over 130 families enjoyed the 
experience of visiting a college 
campus, hearing from college 
admissions representatives, 
exploring careers through 
virtual reality simulations, 
and sharing their dreams and 
aspirations for the future.

Students from I Know I Can’s four school districts 
participated in our annual College & Career Fest this 
past June. Attendees had the chance to engage with 
local employers and college representatives, receive 
personalized assistance with resume writing, capture 
professional head shots, and complete essential  
college preparation tasks.

Later in the summer, our largest-ever College Send Off 
celebrated students with a day filled with food, games, 
raffle prizes, and sessions to help students get ready  
for college. Held at Discover’s new Shine Bright 
Community Center in Whitehall, the event’s highlight  
was the distribution of 350 duffel bags packed with  
dorm essentials, easing the transition to college life.

Honoring Students with 
Founders Scholarships

Blueprint: 
College 
Workshops

PREPARING  
FOR LIFE AFTER 
HIGH SCHOOL

In the last 14 years, 253 students have 
been awarded Founders Scholarships 
totaling nearly $8.5 million.

IKIC 2024

Class of 2024 Founders Scholars

Students enjoying 

 College & Career Fest 2024

Students with their  new dorm supplies



Columbus City 
Schools’ college-
going rates have 
increased from 
34% in 2021 to 
50% in 2023.

I Know I Can is a proud partner in the Columbus 
Promise initiative that allows Columbus City Schools 
district graduates to attend Columbus State 
Community College tuition-free. The third cohort  
from the class of 2024 began classes on campus  
this fall. Since its inception in 2022, the program  
has increased college enrollment with more  
than one third of district graduates becoming  
Columbus Promise Scholars.

*Budgeted
COLUMBUS  
PROMISE OFFERS  
TUITION-FREE  
COLLEGE  
OPPORTUNITY

EXPENSES

Revenue

Fiscal Year 2024

$2,597,300  
Grants/Scholarships 

$2,572,800  
College Advising

$1,630,750  
Operating

$809,800  
Franklin County 
Partner Districs

$614,700 
Pathways to Success

$ 574,000 
   �Early Awareness/AmeriCorps

$427,400 
   GEAR UP

$2,726,016  
Government 

$2,305,808  
I Know I Can Endowment

$1,309,000  
Corporations

$2,235,373  
Contracted Services

$331,500 
Individuals

$426,000 
 Foundations

Total expenses*: $9,266,750

Total REVENUE: $9,333,697Columbus State visit

2023-2024 Grants and Scholarships 
Each year, I Know I Can is honored to support outstanding students by  

financially assisting them in their pursuit of postsecondary education. In 2023-2024,  
we invested more than $1.7 million in our students’ dreams.

Founders Scholarship 

$480,531
Dream Big Scholarship 

$885,956
I Know I Can Grant 

$343,688



Give online at  
iknowican.org/donate

iknowican88
iknowican88
I Know I Can
@iknowican88 

215 North Front Street, Suite 200
Columbus, OH 43215 
614.233.9510
engage@iknowican.org
www.iknowican.org

Follow Us on Social Media

THANK YOU for  
Your Support!


