COLLEGE FUNDING
DEPARTMENT

FOUNDERS SCHOLARSHIP INFO SHEET

IKNOWICAN.ORG | PORTAL.IKNOWICAN.ORG
UP TO $10,000 OR UP TO FULL-TUITION PER YEAR

MINIMUM CRITERIA:

3.0 Cumulative GPA
¢ Continuous Enrollment in CCS district in 9th-12th grades : i _
Will graduate from (a CCS) high school in 2025 5 T‘LLEG?MEEM

v H \J “wican.org
Have demonstrated unmet need for college [@E . ;V‘

®

*Those interested in a Special Founders Scholarship must apply to
the school of interest first in order to be considered.

Unofficial High School Transcript
o Including senior grades and cumulative GPA
FAFSA Submission Summary

o Document should be 10-15 pages long
o Document must include the Student Aid Index (SAI)

o Document must be saved and uploaded to the IKIC Student Portal
as a PDF document

Two (2) Writing Prompts

o See more details on back page

Two (2) Recommendation Letters

o All recommendation letters should be typed, double-spaced, in 12-
point font. No longer than 1 page long.

o One letter must be from a high school principal, counselor, teacher
or building staff, and another must be from an adult non-family
member that knows the student well.

= Recommenders should have known the student for at least 6
months - a year prior to applying

= Recommenders should be able to speak to the student's
academic abilities and/or commitment to work/extracurricular
activities/organizations/clubs/etc.

AVAILABLE TO ELIGIBLE COLUMBUS CITY SCHOOLS SENIORS WITH CONTINUQUS ENROLLMENT IN THE CCS DISTRICT AND ENROLLING FULL-TIME AT
AN ACCREDITED UNIVERSITY OR COLLEGE IN THE US.



Personal Statement Guide:

Questions to review and consider while
answering the writing prompts

Prompt 1:

Describe what details of your life (personal, family, people, or events) have
¢ Understand the Prompt

Thoroughly read and analyze the essay
prompt. Make sure you understand what is college? What have you learned or experienced since making the decision that

influenced your life and your goals. When did you decide you wanted to go to

being asked before you begin writing. Tailor further stimulates or reinforces your conviction to get a college education?

your essay to address the specific question

or theme. Guided Questions

e Did anyone in your family directly or indirectly encourage or influence your
* Create a Strong Outline

Before you start writing, create an outline to

organize your thoughts. This helps ensure

that your essay has a clear structure—

introduction, body paragraphs, and ¢ What legacy do you hope to leave behind for others through your

decision to pursue college?
e Was there a defining moment, specific event or experience that helped

you realize college was the right choice for you?

conclusion education and accomplishments?

e What personal growth or changes have you noticed in yourself since
e Answer the “Why"” and “How”

Questi deciding to go to college? How do you see this growth continuing once in
uestions

Don't just focus on what you've done—talk college?
about why it matters to you and how it's

impacted your life or community. Show

growth and reflection. Prompt 2:

You are given all the resources you need (people, research, knowledge,
» Stay Focused and Concise

Scholarship essays usually have word limits,
s0 be mindful of every word. Make sure
each sentence serves a purpose and
contributes to your overall message.

money) to solve a global problem. What is the problem and how would you

solve it? How would this solution positively impact the Columbus community?

Guided Questions:

e What global issue are you most passionate about and why does this
e Edit and Revise Multiple Times particular problem resonate with you on a personal or emotional level?

Don’t submit the first draft. After writing, set ¢ What are the potential consequences of inaction?
the essay aside and revisit it with fresh eyes.

Edit for clarity, grammar, and style. Have
someone else proofread your essay as well.

e With all the resources at your disposal, how would you prioritize using
them (money, people, research, knowledge) to tackle this issue?

¢ How does the global problem you've identified also exist in Columbus?

= Tie Back to the Scholarship’s Purpose e How could solving this global issue create lasting positive change in

End your essay by reinforcing how the Columbus? What ripple effects could your solution have on future
scholarship aligns with your future goals or
values. Show the committee that you're a

perfect fit for their mission.

generations or other communities nearby?
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