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Thanks for joining! Tonight is all about breaking FAFSA down into plain language. Whether
this is your first time hearing about it or you’ve been through it before, our goal is to help
you understand what FAFSA is, why it matters, and how to take the first steps. Filing FAFSA
isn’t about debt—it’s about opening doors to grants, scholarships, and other aid.

At any point during this presentation, please go ahead and drop any questions you have
into the chat. We will answer questions at the end during Q&A. 
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AGENDA

GETTING STARTED
WITH THE FAFSA

THE FAFSA PROCESS

TIPS, SUPPORT, 
& NEXT STEPS
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FAFSA BASICS
FREE APPLICATION FOR
FEDERAL STUDENT AID

THE FAFSA IS FREE TO FILE

IT IS NEEDED FOR GRANTS, LOANS,
SCHOLARSHIPS, AND WORK-STUDY

FAFSA =

FAFSA Presentation 2026-27

The FAFSA is simply a form. By filing it, you put yourself in the running for free money like
grants, scholarships, and work-study. Even if you don’t think you’ll qualify for aid, many
colleges and states require FAFSA on file before they’ll even look at you for scholarships.
So the safe move is to always file.
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KEY 
FAFSA
DATES

STUDENTAID.GOV/H/APPLY-FOR-AID/FAFSA

SCHOOL PRIORITY DEADLINES
= EARLIER IS BETTER

KNOW YOUR FAFSA
PRIORITY DEADLINES!

THE FAFSA IS NOW
AVAILABLE TO COMPLETE
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The FAFSA for the 2026–27 academic year is already open and ready for students and
families to complete. The earlier you file, the better positioned you are to receive the
maximum aid possible.

Federal deadline: The absolute last day to submit the FAFSA for 2026–27 is June 30, 2027,
but don’t wait that long. By then, most grant and scholarship funds will be gone.

State and college priority deadlines: Many states and individual colleges set their own
deadlines that are much earlier than the federal one. These are called priority deadlines,
and they determine eligibility for things like state grants and campus-based aid. Filing
after those dates may mean you only get loans, not free money like grants or scholarships.

Why this matters: If you submit the FAFSA as soon as possible — ideally within the first few
months it’s available — you maximize your chances of receiving aid from every source:
federal, state, and the institution itself.

What families should do right now: Make a list of the colleges you’re considering, then look
up each school’s priority FAFSA date and write it down. Use those dates to set your
personal filing goal.

The big takeaway: don’t just think about the federal deadline. Think about the earliest
deadline that applies to your list of schools, and file before that. Filing early keeps every
financial aid option open.
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Ohio Public Universities Admissions Council:

 https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GyCSywzLWC_P0lGGDd4VaEVZ6wajNGnF/view

Ohio Independent Colleges and Universities:

https://cdn.ymaws.com/members.aicuo.edu/resource/resmgr/documents/cg/2026/fi
nal_cg_25-26.pdf

OHIO COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES
ADMISSION INFORMATION
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Now that we’ve covered the basics and the FAFSA process, let’s zoom in on Ohio’s  
landscape—because many of the colleges your students will apply to have priority
deadlines and  policies that work in tandem with FAFSA timelines.

These two guides are great resources you can bookmark:
  • The Ohio Public Universities Admissions Council Guide gives insight into the public  
universities—application deadlines, key admission benchmarks, and sometimes
institutional aid de adlines.
  • The Ohio Independent Colleges & Universities Counselor’s Guide has similar
information for  private and independent colleges in Ohio—admission policies, timelines,
and financial-aid practice s.

The reason these matter in a FAFSA presentation is this: many colleges use priority filing
dates  for scholarships, state grants, or institutional awards. If FAFSA isn’t filed early
enough—before  those priority deadlines—students may lose access to some of the more
generous aid pools even  if they file before the federal deadline.

I encourage every student/family to use these guides to mark the priority dates for any
colleges  they plan to apply to (public or private). Use them to build your personal
timelines. Then  backwards plan your FAFSA filing and corrections to ensure your
application is on time for all  relevant priority deadlines.

Quick tip: even if you miss a priority deadline, always submit the FAFSA by the federal
deadline.  
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Some aid is still available later, and many colleges reassign unused funds. 
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“Contributors” = student + anyone whose info is required (parent(s),
spouse)
Dependency status quick check: age/marital/military/ward-of-
court/homelessness, etc.
Which parent’s info goes on FAFSA (divorced/separated/never married) 

WHO IS A CONTRIBUTOR?
WHO’S A CONTRIBUTOR &

DEPENDENCY BASICS

“AM I A CONTRIBUTOR?”
FAFSA FORM
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Now let’s pause and talk about contributors, because this is an area that often causes
confusion.

Contributors are the student plus anyone else whose information is required. That usually
means  parents for dependent students, or a spouse if the student is married.

If you’re wondering whether parent information is required, there’s a quick dependency
status  check. The FAFSA will walk you through questions about age, marital status,
military service,  foster care or ward-of-court history, and homelessness. Most high school
seniors will still be  considered dependent, which means parent info is required.

For students with divorced, separated, or never married parents, FAFSA uses a “which
parent?”  rule: you include the parent who provided the most financial support in the past
12 months. If that  parent has remarried, the stepparent’s information is included too.

The Department of Education has even created an ‘Am I a Contributor?’ form that helps
families  figure this out. (You can drop a QR code for this PDF:
https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/pare nt-contributor-fafsa.pdf
).

Every contributor must create their own StudentAid.gov account (FSA ID). This is required
to log  in and electronically sign. QR: https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
.
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If a contributor does not have a Social Security Number, they can still create an account
and  complete their part of the FAFSA. This is especially important for parents without
SSNs in  mixed-status families.

One important caution: when setting up the FSA ID, the name, date of birth, and email
address  must match legal records exactly. Typos or mismatches are one of the most
common reasons for  FAFSA delays.

So, the bottom line: make sure everyone who needs to be a contributor knows their role,
sets up  their account, and is ready to log in when it’s their turn. 
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ACCOUNTS & ACCESS (FSA ID)

CREATE A FSA ID

Every contributor needs a StudentAid.gov account (FSA ID)
No SSN? Contributors can create an account and complete their section

Name/DoB/email must match legal records to avoid verification delays.
https://studentaid.gov/announcements-events/fafsa-support/contributor-social-security-number
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Before anyone can even start the FAFSA, each contributor needs their own
StudentAid.gov account, also called an FSA ID. This includes the student and anyone else
required to provide information—like a parent or a spouse.

A few important points to remember:

Every contributor must create their own account. You can’t share accounts or emails. Each
contributor needs a unique username, password, and email.

No Social Security Number? No problem. Parents or spouses who don’t have an SSN can
still create an account and complete their part of the FAFSA. The Department of Education
has official guidance on how that works, and I recommend showing families this link or QR
code: https://studentaid.gov/announcements-events/fafsa-support/contributor-social-
security-number
.

Accuracy is critical. When creating the account, the name, date of birth, and email address
must match legal records exactly. Even a small typo can trigger verification delays and
lock someone out of their account.

This step may seem small, but it’s one of the biggest reasons FAFSA filings get stuck. So
the best advice: get these accounts created early—before you even sit down to file.
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WHAT YOU’LL NEED

2024 tax information (W-2s, 1040s, untaxed income records)
Social Security Numbers (if available)
Basic personal info (legal name, DOB, address, email)
List of colleges you’re considering

INFORMATION & DOCUMENTS

FAFSA Presentation 2026-27

2024 Tax Information

FAFSA asks about income from two years prior (called “prior-prior year”). For the 2026–27  
FAFSA, that means families must report 2024 tax information.

This includes federal tax returns (Form 1040), W-2 wage statements, and information on
untaxed  income such as child support received, interest income, or veterans’ non-
education benefits.

Even if you didn’t file taxes in 2024, you’ll need to indicate that, and FAFSA will guide you.

Why this matters: the FAFSA now uses the IRS Direct Data Exchange (DDX), which pulls
most  income details directly from the IRS once contributors give consent. Having tax
documents  nearby helps double-check the data matches correctly and ensures you don’t
overlook untaxed inc ome.

Social Security Numbers (if available)

Students need their Social Security Number if they have one. Dependent contributors
(parents,  stepparents, or spouses) will also need theirs, if applicable.

If a contributor does not have an SSN, they can still create an account and complete their
section  of the FAFSA. The Department of Education has official guidance on this (QR link:
https://studenta id.gov/announcements-events/fafsa-support/contributor-social-
security-number
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).

Why this matters: The SSN is one of the key ways FAFSA verifies identities. Incorrect or  
mismatched numbers will cause delays.

Basic Personal Information

Each contributor needs their full legal name, date of birth, and a unique email address that
only  they can access.

The name and DOB must match exactly with what’s on Social Security and tax records. For  
example, if your tax return says “Robert” don’t use “Bobby.”

Email addresses are important because the FAFSA system uses them for account creation,  
password resets, and verification. Using a personal (not school or work) email is best so
access  isn’t lost after graduation.

Why this matters: Most FAFSA errors are caused by typos in personal information. Getting
this  right the first time avoids long processing delays.

List of Colleges (up to 20)

FAFSA allows students to list up to 20 colleges at a time. Each college you list will
automatically  receive your FAFSA data to build your aid package.

Even if you’re undecided, it’s smart to list every school you’re considering — you can
always add  or remove schools later by submitting a correction.

Why this matters: Aid offers can’t be built unless the school is listed on the FAFSA. Listing
more  schools early maximizes opportunities and ensures you don’t miss deadlines. 
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HOW THE PROCESS WORKS
Create Accounts

Start FAFSA

Add Contributors

Consent to Share Tax Info

Submit → Get FAFSA Submission Summary (FSS)

1

2

3

4

5
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Step 1: Create Accounts

Every contributor (the student, plus parents or a spouse if applicable) must create their
own  StudentAid.gov account (FSA ID).

This account is your secure login and digital signature.

Make sure names, dates of birth, and emails match exactly with legal records. If something  
doesn’t match, it can cause verification delays.

Step 2: Start FAFSA

The student begins the FAFSA for the correct academic year — in this case, the 2026–27
FAFSA.

Early in the form, the student will list the schools they want FAFSA information sent to —
up to 20  at a time. Schools use this to prepare aid offers.

Step 3: Add Contributors

The student “invites” contributors (parents, spouse) to log in with their own FSA ID.

Each contributor only sees and completes their own section.
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For families with divorced or separated parents, FAFSA requires the parent who provided
the  most support in the last year — and if that parent is remarried, the stepparent’s info
too.

Step 4: Consent to Share Tax Data

Every contributor must provide consent for the IRS Direct Data Exchange (DDX).

This allows FAFSA to securely pull 2024 tax information directly from the IRS, which
reduces  errors and makes the process faster.

If contributors don’t consent, the FAFSA won’t be considered complete, even if all other
sections  are filled out.

Step 5: Submit → FAFSA Submission Summary (FSS)

Once all contributors finish their sections and the student submits, FAFSA will generate a
FAFSA  Submission Summary (FSS).

This replaces the old Student Aid Report (SAR). It’s essentially your receipt — review it
carefully  for errors or missing info.

From there, colleges and states use the FAFSA data to calculate financial aid packages,
which  will come later in the admission cycle.

The key takeaway: each step builds on the one before it. Problems usually happen when  
contributors don’t have accounts ready, or when consent to share tax data isn’t given.
Preparing  early smooths the entire process. 
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WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

FAFSA IS SENT 
TO COLLEGES

SCHOOLS BUILD
FINANCIAL AID

OFFERS

REVIEW AND
COMPARE

FINANCIAL AID
OFFERS FROM

YOUR SCHOOLS
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Once you submit your FAFSA and receive your FAFSA Submission Summary (FSS), the  
information doesn’t just sit there — it’s automatically sent to every college you listed on
your form.

Here’s what happens next:

Colleges pull in your FAFSA data. Each college’s financial aid office uses that data, along
with  their cost of attendance and any institutional aid policies, to figure out how much aid
you may be  eligible for.

Timing varies. Many colleges begin packaging aid offers in late winter or early spring —
usually  after admissions decisions are made. For seniors applying in fall, most will see aid
notifications  between January and March, though some colleges may be earlier or later
depending on their tim elines.

What the offers include. The aid package may include:

Grants and scholarships (money you don’t pay back) from federal, state, or the college
itself

Work-study eligibility (a chance to earn money through part-time campus jobs)

Loan options, both federal subsidized/unsubsidized loans and sometimes Parent PLUS
loans

Comparing offers. When you get these packages, line them up side-by-side. Look not just
at the  
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total aid offered, but at the mix of grants vs. loans. A package with more grants and less
debt is  generally better, even if the “total” looks smaller.

Decision-making. These offers help you compare affordability across schools. Keep in
mind that  you’ll also want to compare things like living expenses, travel costs, and
whether the aid renews  each year.

Updating if life changes. If your family’s financial situation changes — job loss, medical
expenses,  etc. — you can request a professional judgment appeal with the school’s aid
office. They may be  able to adjust your package based on updated circumstances.

So the key point here: submitting the FAFSA is not the end of the journey — it’s the
beginning of  schools creating real financial aid offers that you can use to make smart
choices about where to  attend. 
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SPECIAL SITUATIONS
Income changed? 

       → Contact the financial aid office for a “special circumstances” review

Parents without SSNs? 
       → Can still create StudentAid.gov accounts and complete their FAFSA section

Independent students 
→ Some students only provide their own info 
(https://studentaid.gov/help-center/answers/article/independent-student)

Unique family structures 
       → Divorce, separation, remarriage affect which parent’s info is reported
      https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents

FAFSA Presentation 2026-27

Not every situation fits neatly into the FAFSA system. That’s why it’s important to know
about  some special situations:

Changed income: FAFSA uses income from 2024 for the 2026–27 year. If your family’s
finances  have significantly changed since then — maybe due to a job loss, reduced hours,
medical  expenses, or another hardship — you can contact each college’s financial aid
office. They have  the authority to review your situation and make what’s called a
Professional Judgment  adjustment, which can sometimes lower your Student Aid Index
and increase your aid.

Parents without Social Security Numbers: If your parent doesn’t have an SSN, that does
not  prevent you from filing FAFSA. Parents can still create a StudentAid.gov account to
complete their  contributor section. They’ll use an alternative identification method
provided in the system. The  Department of Education provides specific guidance on this:
studentaid.gov/announcements-event s/fafsa-support/contributor-social-security-
number
.

Independent students: Most high school seniors are considered dependent, but there are  
exceptions. Students are independent if they’re 24 or older, married, serving on active
duty or a  veteran, an orphan or ward of the court, in foster care after age 13, homeless or
at risk of  homelessness, or if they have children they support financially. Independent
students only report  their own information (and their spouse’s if married).

Unique family structures: FAFSA has clear rules about which parent’s information to
report. For  
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divorced or separated parents, you include the parent who provided the most support in
the past  12 months. If that parent has remarried, the stepparent’s information must also
be included.

The big takeaway: if you don’t see your family’s exact situation on the FAFSA, don’t panic.
There  are ways to handle special circumstances, and the financial aid office at each
college is your best  partner in working through them. 
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File early → maximizes aid opportunities & priority deadlines

Use a personal email → avoid school/work accounts that may expire

Double-check personal info → names, SSNs, DOBs must match legal/tax records

Have documents ready → tax forms, W-2s, untaxed income records, driver’s license

Save logins securely → each contributor’s FSA ID is unique, don’t share

TIPS TO MAKE IT EASY &
GET THE MOST OF THE FAFSA

FAFSA Presentation 2026-27

These are the quick hacks that make the FAFSA go smoothly instead of turning into a
headache:

File early. The FAFSA opens October 1, 2025, for the 2026–27 year. Submitting early helps
you  meet state and school priority deadlines. Many colleges award aid on a first-come,
first-served  basis, so earlier filing can mean more free money.

Use a personal email address. Avoid using your high school or work email. Those accounts
can  be shut down after graduation or job changes. A personal Gmail, Yahoo, or Outlook
address that  you’ll have for years ensures you don’t miss important FAFSA notices.

Double-check names, Social Security numbers, and dates of birth. These must exactly
match  what’s on legal documents like your Social Security card and tax returns. Even
small differences  — like “Chris” vs. “Christopher” — can create mismatches that delay your
FAFSA.

Have documents ready. Gather tax returns, W-2 forms, and records of untaxed income
before you  start. Having everything in one folder or file makes the process much
smoother. If you’re a  dependent student, your parent or parents need theirs too.

Save logins securely. Each contributor (student, parent, or spouse) must have their own
FSA ID.  Don’t share accounts or email addresses. Store login details in a safe place, like a
password  manager or written in a secure location, because you’ll use them every year.

These little steps don’t take much extra time, but they prevent the most common filing
mistakes  
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and keep your FAFSA moving forward without delays. 
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FAFSA is available now at StudentAid.gov for attendance July 1, 2026 through June 30, 2027. 

Contributors and accounts: every contributor (student, parent or spouse) needs their own StudentAid.gov account. Parents or spouses

without an SSN can still create accounts and complete their section. Students can invite contributors by email. 

List more schools: you can send your FAFSA to up to 20 schools online and add or change schools later. 

Your FAFSA output is the FSS: after filing you receive a FAFSA Submission Summary (FSS), not the SAR. Use it to review SAI, school list,

and make corrections. 

Asset exclusions: do not report the net worth of a family-owned business with 100 or fewer FTE employees, a family farm where the

family resides, or a family-owned commercial fishing business. These are excluded from the SAI asset calculation for 2026–27. 

Pell rules : foreign earned income is added to AGI for Pell calculations. Students with SAI at least 2× the maximum Pell amount are

ineligible for Pell in 2026–27. For 2026–27 the threshold is $14,790.

Experience tweaks: ED reports a redesigned contributor invite flow and faster account verification with the 2026–27 rollout following

beta testing.

2026-2027 FAFSA UPDATES

FAFSA Presentation 2026-27

Availability and coverage: The 2026–27 FAFSA is open now. It covers programs that start
any  time from July 1, 2026 through June 30, 2027. Filing now positions you for state and
college  priority deadlines. 

Contributors and FSA IDs: A “contributor” is anyone whose info is required on the FAFSA.
That  includes the student and usually a parent or spouse. Each person needs their own  
StudentAid.gov account to sign electronically. If a parent or spouse does not have an SSN,
they  can still create an account through identity questions and complete their portion.
Students invite  contributors by entering their email, which sends a secure link to finish
their section. Remind  families that names and birthdates must match legal records. 

School list capacity: Online you can list up to 20 schools. List every school you are
considering  now. You can add or remove schools later by submitting a correction so each
college can build  your aid offer. 

FAFSA Submission Summary: After processing you will see the FSS in your StudentAid.gov  
account. It shows your confirmed Student Aid Index (SAI) and estimated eligibility. Use the
FSS to  double-check your answers and start corrections if something needs fixing. If
action is required,  follow the instructions before schools can finalize your aid. 

Asset exclusions now in effect: For 2026–27 the law reinstates exclusions for certain  
family-owned assets. Do not report the net worth of a small family business with ≤100 FTE  
employees, a family farm where the family lives, or a family-owned commercial fishing
business.  
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That change can lower SAI for affected families. 

Pell eligibility clarifications: Two updates matter for many families. First, foreign earned
income  must be included in AGI for Pell calculations. Second, if a student’s SAI is at least
twice the  maximum Pell amount, they are not eligible for Pell in 2026–27. This threshold is
$14,790 this  year. These rules are built into the 2026–27 processing. 

Usability improvements: ED highlights a smoother contributor invitation process and
faster  account verification compared with last year’s experience thanks to beta testing
and platform  upgrades. This should reduce wait times at account setup. 
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WHERE 
TO 
GET 
HELP

FAFSA HELP CENTER:
 STUDENTAID.GOV/HELP

IKIC FAFSA WORKSHOPS

FEDERAL STUDENT AID
RESOURCE VIDEOS

YOUR IKIC COLLEGE
ADVISING MANAGER
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F‌A‌F‌S‌A‌

Please put any questions you
have into the chat.
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Staff member will read out any questions entered into the chat during session for the
presenting CAMs to answer. 
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