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OhioHealth Donates $150,000 to Support
Career Exploration for Columbus City Schools Students

Columbus, Ohio — | Know | Can, in partnership with Columbus City Schools (CCS),
proudly announced a $150,000 investment from OhioHealth to strengthen student
career exploration and workforce readiness through the district's Career Academies.
The announcement was celebrated during a check presentation ceremony on
November 4" at Beechcroft High School, where leaders from all three organizations
gathered to highlight their shared commitment to expanding awareness of and access
to health science careers for CCS students.

This funding will enhance programming that helps students engage in health science
pathways, connect classroom learning with real-world healthcare experiences, and
prepare for postsecondary education with a clear plan to achieve their goals. The
investment reflects a unified effort to build a strong local talent pipeline and ensure CCS
students are equipped to pursue rewarding, in-demand careers in the region’s growing
healthcare sector.

Increasing Opportunity Through Career Academies


mailto:adaniels@iknowican.org

With this investment, | Know | Can will expand personalized advising, college and
career planning, and hands-on learning opportunities for students interested in health
sciences and related fields. Through Columbus City Schools’ Career Academies
students gain practical experience and skills aligned with central Ohio's workforce
needs. “This investment from OhioHealth will help our students not only dream about
their futures but build real, achievable plans to reach them,” said Fullen. “Together, we
are preparing the next generation of professionals who will serve and strengthen our
community.”
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Caption: Katina Fullen of | Know | Can, Karen Morrison of OhioHealth, and Dr. Angela
Chapman of Columbus City Schools celebrate a new $150,000 investment from
OhioHealth to expand healthcare career exploration, advising, and hands-on learning
for Columbus students.

Remarks from Event Speakers

Katina Fullen, CEO of | Know | Can, shared remarks about how the partnership
between | Know | Can, OhioHealth, and Columbus City Schools is directly impacting
students.

"By working together, we are turning dreams into plans for our students. This
investment expands personalized advising, career exploration, and hands-on learning—



giving students the tools, mentors, and real-world experiences to turn their interest in
healthcare into a clear path to success. Together, we are building the bridge between
potential and opportunity so every student can dream big and achieve their goals.”

Dr. Angela Chapman, Superintendent/CEQO of Columbus City Schools, highlighted how
Career Academies are connecting students with hands-on learning and workforce
opportunities.

“Through our Career Academies, we’re preparing the next generation of Columbus
talent. When education and industry come together, we create powerful opportunities for
students to earn credentials, gain experience, and step into the city’s workforce ready to
lead. Our vision is to spread the Academies across our schools equitably...so that every
student has a chance to choose an academy that reflects their interest, builds on their
strengths, and connects them to real opportunities.”

Karen Morrison, President of the OhioHealth Foundation and Senior Vice President at
OhioHealth, emphasized the importance of investing in the next generation of
healthcare professionals.

“We’re proud to partner with Columbus City Schools and | Know | Can to inspire and
prepare the next generation of healthcare heroes,” said Karen Morrison of OhioHealth.
“By investing in our youth, we’re helping students discover meaningful, life-changing
careers in healthcare. As a community-focused organization, we know that supporting
young talent today builds a stronger, healthier Ohio for the future.”
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Caption: From left to right: Dr. Tina Pierce, Columbus City Schools board member,
Karen Morrison, President of the OhioHealth Foundation and Senior Vice President at
OhioHealth, Katina Fullen, CEO of | Know | Can, Dr. Angela Chapman,
Superintendent/CEO of Columbus City Schools, and Dr. Samuel Johnson, Jr., Principal
of Beechcroft High School celebrate OhioHealth’s $150,000 investment supporting
career academies in Columbus City Schools.

DREAM BIG. WORK HARD. WE'LL HELP.™

About | Know | Can

For 37 years, | Know | Can has empowered students to pursue and achieve their
college and career goals. Each year, the nonprofit organization supports more than
20,000 students across Columbus, Reynoldsburg, South Western, and Whitehall school
districts through a full continuum of services—including early college and career
exploration, in-school advising, financial aid guidance, and personalized planning that
helps students navigate pathways to postsecondary education and in-demand careers.
Advisors work directly with students to complete critical milestones such as college and
scholarship applications, the FAFSA, and career readiness activities that connect their
aspirations to real opportunities. To remove financial barriers, | Know | Can awards



more than $1.9 million annually in grants and scholarships. At every step, the
organization lives its promise: Dream Big. Work Hard. We’'ll Help. Visit
www.iknowican.org or follow @iknowican88 on Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn.

COLUMBUS
CITY SCHOOLS

About Columbus City Schools

Columbus City Schools, established in 1845, is the state of Ohio’s largest school

district, serving the needs of 47,000 students in 113 schools. The district, which employs
more than 9,000 teachers and staff, is under the leadership of its 22nd superintendent,
Dr. Angela Chapman, and a seven-member Board of Education. The mission of
Columbus City Schools is that each student is highly educated, prepared for leadership
and service, and empowered for success as a citizen in a global community.
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About the OhioHealth

Based in Columbus, Ohio, OhioHealth is a nationally recognized, not-for-profit,
charitable, healthcare outreach of the United Methodist Church.

Serving its communities since 1891, OhioHealth is a family of 35,000 associates,
physicians and volunteers, and a network of 16 hospitals, three joint-venture hospitals,
200+ ambulatory sites and other health services spanning a 50-county area. For more
information, visit ohiohealth.com.
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### Additional photos are available for free download at:
https://www.flickr.com/photos/199996797 @NO06/albums/72177720330123537

### For media inquiries or to schedule interviews, please contact:
Amy Daniels, | Know | Can | adaniels@iknowican.org | 614-378-4613
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