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The members of the Columbus Board of Education are pleased to nominate Ms. Katina Fullen
for the Ohio School Boards Association Central Region Friend of Public Education Award.

Katina Fullen has served as the Chief Executive Officer of | Know | Can since 2006. During her
tenure, she has established herself as one of Central Ohio's most respected leaders in college
and career readiness, transforming | Know | Can into a nationally recognized organization
dedicated to helping students realize their educational aspirations. While there are many
attributes that define Katina's leadership, the Columbus Board of Education is especially grateful
for the extraordinary impact she has made on the lives of Columbus City Schools students and
families by expanding access to higher education, career pathways, and lifelong opportunities.

Founded in 1988, | Know | Can exists to inspire, enable, and support students on their journey
to postsecondary education and career success. Through strategic partnerships with school
districts, higher education institutions, employers, community organizations, and philanthropic
partners, the organization has become one of Central Ohio's most trusted advocates for
educational opportunity. Under Katina's visionary leadership, | Know | Can has significantly
expanded its reach, services, and impact while remaining steadfast in its commitment to
educational equity and student success

The partnership between Columbus City Schools and | Know | Can has become an essential
component of preparing students for life beyond high school. Through embedded college and
career advisors, financial aid workshops, scholarship assistance, FAFSA completion events,
career exploration programming, and individualized postsecondary planning, thousands of
Columbus City Schools students have received the guidance and support necessary to pursue
college, career technical education, apprenticeships, military service, and other meaningful
postsecondary opportunities.

Some of the highlights of Katina Fullen's leadership include:

e Awarding more than $48 million in scholarships and grants since | Know | Can's
founding, helping remove financial barriers to higher education for Central Ohio
students.

Conducting more than 12,000 one-on-one advising sessions annually, providing
individualized college and career guidance to students and families.

Serving students in 26 Central Ohio high schools, including Columbus City Schools,
through comprehensive college and career advising programs.

Helping more than 4,000 8-10th grade students annually participate in career pathway
lessons, workforce readiness activities, and career exploration experiences.

Awarding nearly $2.6 million in scholarships and grants this past year, directly supporting
students pursuing higher education.
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e Supporting the City of Columbus' Columbus Promise initiative through application
support, FAFSA completion assistance, and college access programming, helping
thousands of Columbus City Schools seniors pursue postsecondary education.
Building one of Ohio's premier college and career access organizations, strengthening
partnerships among K-12 education, colleges and universities, business leaders,
government, and community organizations to improve student outcomes.

Katina Fullen is widely recognized throughout Ohio for her collaborative leadership and
unwavering commitment to educational excellence. She has served on numerous community
boards and advisory committees while working alongside educators, business leaders, elected
officials, philanthropic organizations, and higher education institutions to improve educational
attainment across Central Ohio. Her ability to unite diverse partners around a common vision
has resulted in expanded opportunities for students who might otherwise face significant
barriers to achieving their educational goals.

Perhaps most importantly, Katina has championed the belief that every student deserves the
opportunity to pursue a successful future regardless of their background, income, or life
circumstances. Her leadership has helped first-generation college students navigate the
admissions process, connected families to critical financial aid resources, expanded awareness
of career pathways, and inspired thousands of young people to dream beyond what they once
believed possible.

Katina Fullen's legacy is measured not only by scholarships awarded or programs implemented,
but by the countless lives she has helped transform. Her dedication to ensuring that every
student has access to educational opportunity has strengthened Columbus City Schools and
enriched the entire Central Ohio community.

The members of the Columbus Board of Education are proud to recognize Katina Fullen as an
exceptional champion for public education. Her visionary leadership, unwavering partnership
withColumbus City Schools, and lifelong commitment to student success exemplify the very
spirit of the Ohio School Boards Association Friend of Public Education Award. We
wholeheartedly and enthusiastically recommend Katina Fullen for this distinguished honor.
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