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A NOTE FROM

THE DRIVER'S SEAT

|
Dear Triends,

Every student’s journey beyond high school is unique. Some will attend college,
while others will pursué career training, enlist in military service, or enter the
workforce. No matter the path they choose, every student deserves the
opportunity, guidance, an t to confidently build a future filled with
possibility. At | Know | Can, we are honored to walk alongside students as they
explore their interests, discover their strengths, and prepare for what comes
next.

This year, we continued to expand our programs. Through the Careers in STEM
summer Experience, students connected classroom learning to real-world
career pathways and gained insight into careers they may not have considered.
We also helped over 2,700 students complete the FAFSA, giving them access to
financial aid and opening doors to postsecondary education, training, and
careers after high school.

Behind every statistic in this report is a student—one who discovered a new
career interest, developed a plan for life after high school, or took a meaningful
step toward achieving their goals. This work would not be possible without the
dedication of our <taff, the commitment of our school and community partners,
and the generosity of supporters like you.

When students succeed, our entire community benefits. The young people
featured throughout this report will become our workforce, leaders, and
innovators. By investing in students today, we are helping build a stronger
future for Columbus and Central Ohio.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, thank you for your partnership, your belief
in our students, and your investment in their sUCCess.

With gratitude,

Qysan Dixon

| Know | Can Board President
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FUELING

THE journey

Supporting students on their journey

requires both Mmeaningful investments
and responsible stewardship.
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PARTNERS
ALONG FOR the ride &%=

Student success is powered by
strong partnerships.

| Know | Can’s work is made possible through
strong partnerships with the school districts we
serve. By working alongside educators and school
leaders, we bring college and career exploration,
advising, financial aid support, and postsecondary
resources directly into students’ schools.

Together, these partnerships help us support
students at every step of their journey—from

middle school through high school graduation and
beyond.

School Districts

Students and Families Served



EXPLORING
POSSIBILITIES

Every journey begins with a first step.

For middle school students, that first step can be
discovering a career they never knew existed,
recognizing a strength they hadn’t considered, or
beginning to imagine what life after high school
could look like. I Know | Can brings career
exploration into the classroom through interactive
lessons, employer visits, and hands-on experiences
that introduce students to a wide range of careers
and the postsecondary pathways that lead to them.

At this stage, students don’t need to have it all
figured out. They need opportunities to ask
guestions, learn about different careers, and see
them in action—setting the stage for the decisions
and direction that come next.

2,629 students explored careers through

virtual reality simulations.

ders visited community and workplace

1,536 eighth gra e careers firsthand.
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VIRTUAL REALITY

It can be difficult to imagine yourself in a career you've never seen.

Virtual reality gives middle schoolers a chance to step into different
careers. Through interactive, day-in-the-life simulations, students can
discover roles in healthcare, technology, engineering, and skilled trades—
getting a closer look at the work, environments, and skills involved.

For an eighth grader, this kind of €Xposure can spark curiosity, broaden
their understanding of what's possible, and give them new ideas to
explore as they move into high school.

"Virtual reality transform§ career
exploration from something students
hear about to something they can
experience."

CORR’EANA DOMINGUEZ

AmeriCorps College & Career Guide,
2025-2026




DISCOVERING =3
PATHWAYS

Connecting interests to possibilities.

As students enter high school, career exploration becomes
more personal. | Know | Can Career Navigators help ninth-
and tenth-grade students connect their interests and
aptitudes to careers and postsecondary options through
assessments, interactive curricula, and opportunities to
learn from colleges, employers, and professionals.

Students gain a clearer understanding of what different
careers look like and begin discovering what might be a
good fit for them. At this stage, the focus is still exploration
—giving students more information and experiences to
consider as they continue through high school.
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PLANNING
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PROGRAM highlights

86% of I Know I Can seniors with o college
success plan submitted ot least one college
application.

2,559 high school students explored
postsecondary options through college
and university visits,
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14,968 individual and group advising
Sessions were provided to juniors and
seniors.
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As graduation draws near, possibilities become plans.

By eleventh and twelfth grade, students are ready to turn what they've learned about

themselves and their options into a plan for what comes next. | Know | Can College Advising
Managers work alongside students as they consider postsecondary options, navigate college
applications and financial aid, and take the steps needed to move forward.

From campus visits to scholarships and one-on-one advising, students receive individualized
support throughout the process. The destination may be different for each student, but the
goal is the same: a clear, informed plan for life after high school—and the knowledge and

resources to pursue it.
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LAUNCHING SUCCESS

The journey continues after graduation.

Graduation opens the door to new opportunities, but the transition
after high school can bring new financial and practical challenges. |
Know | Can stays connected with graduates as they move into
college, career training, military service, or the workforce, helping
them navigate their next steps.

Building a future takes more than funding. Through office hours
and events, personalized text outreach, grants, and scholarships, |
Know | Can helps graduates stay on track, adjust when plans
change, and continue pursuing their goals after high school.
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¥/  FOUNDERS SCHOLARSHIP

For 16 years, the | Know | Can Founders Scholarship has helped Columbus City Schools
graduates close financial gaps as they pursue postsecondary education. In 2026, 28
students received the Founders Scholarship, one of the largest classes in the
program’s history. Each Scholar can receive up to $40,000 over four years toward the
cost of their education.

The Class of 2026 is heading to colleges and universities across the country, including
Howard University, Johns Hopkins University, The Ohio State University, and the
University of Virginia, to pursue fields ranging from cinematography and forensic

psychology to molecular biology and construction systems management.f

“Now that I've graduated, | want to focus
on grid-scale electrical engineering.
Without the Founders Scholarship, | would
not be in the position | am today to pursue

that goal. | am sincerely grateful for your ‘ .
investment in my education and future!” ¥ HSE"H-"L MAN ]
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GIVING BACK

The journey doesn’t end after graduation.

| Know | Can'’s relationship with students continues long after
they leave high school. Alumni bring new experiences,
perspectives, and connections to the | Know | Can
community—and can help create opportunities for the
students who follow in their footsteps.

As alumni reconnect, volunteer, and share what they have
learned along the way, the journey comes full circle: students
who once benefited from the support of others can now help
create opportunities for the next generation.

"l am forever grateful to the | Know | Can
staff that helped me along in my journey.
From early conversations in elementary
school to filing my FAFSA in high school and
finding summer employment during college,
| Know | Can was there every step of the way!
Now, | have the chance to give back and help
younger students grow and succeed."

WILL WILDER Legacy Connections Wiemper

=, Walnut Ridge High School, Class of 2019
The Ohio State University, Class of 2023

amm Community Planning Analyst,
Il City of Columbus Department of Neighborhood's
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_ THIS IS JUST
THE BEGINNING

Thank you for helping
students reach new
destinations.

.:-‘:f’"' /:.;_!

-9

o

—

/—:'}



	HELPING STUDENTS NAVIGATE THEIR PATHS TO SUCCESS
	A NOTE FROM
	THE DRIVER’S SEAT
	Dear Friends,
	Susan Dixon
	THE PEOPLE
	way
	GUIDING OUR
	journey
	THE
	FUELING
	TOTAL REVENUE
	$9,604,037
	$959,000
	Foundations
	Individuals
	Fiscal Year
	$654,700
	$1,716,995
	Postsecondary Support
	Operating
	$2,579,542
	Grants/
	Scholarships
	$387,500
	$2,259,117
	Government
	$814,000
	Corporations
	$867,800
	Early Awareness/Career Exploration
	$3,755,928
	$2,534,420
	Contracted Services
	$2,650,000
	I Know I Can
	Endowment
	TOTAL EXPENSES
	$9,574,965
	*Budgeted Expenses
	High School Advising
	PARTNERS
	the ride
	ALONG FOR
	School Districts
	20,000+
	Students and Families Served
	Middle and High Schools
	EXPLORING POSSIBILITIES
	HIGHLIGHTS
	Program
	2,629 students explored careers through virtual reality simulations.
	22,100 service hours contributed by AmeriCorps College & Career Guides supporting middle school students
	VIRTUAL REALITY
	"Virtual reality transforms career exploration from something students hear about to something they can experience."
	Corr’eana Dominguez

	DISCOVERING PATHWAYS
	highlights
	PROGRAM
	CAREERS IN STEM
	SUMMER EXPERIENCE
	"I explored different healthcare careers at STEM Camp. Before then, I had never even heard of a sonographer. Now, I think that's what I want to do!"
	Brianna Ratliff

	West High School,
	PROGRAM
	highlights
	PLANNING FUTURES
	FAFSA
	“My advisors helped me figure out scholarships, FAFSA, everything. I was in their office all the time. I’m going to Columbus State and then Ohio State to study psychology!”
	Shukri Ibrahim

	LAUNCHING SUCCESS
	The journey continues after graduation.
	PROGRAM
	highlights
	FOUNDERS SCHOLARSHIP
	BY THE NUMBERS
	310
	of Freshman Seminar students completed YouScience career interest assessments .
	175
	rising sophomores explored STEM career pathways through an immersive, week-long camp.
	More than
	$10M+
	96%
	87%
	3.41
	Wyatt Starkie
	Founders Scholar
	Columbus Alternative High School, Class of 2022

	GIVING BACK
	"I am forever grateful to the I Know I Can staff that helped me along in my journey. From early conversations in elementary school to filing my FAFSA in high school and finding summer employment during college, I Know I Can was there every step of the way! Now, I have the chance to give back and help younger students grow and succeed."
	Will Wilder
	Legacy Connections Member
	Walnut Ridge High School, Class of 2019
	The Ohio State University, Class of 2023
	Community Planning Analyst,
	City of Columbus Department of Neighborhoods

	LEGACY
	Connections
	If you are
	looking
	sign,
	for a
	THIS IS IT
	Make a
	Join
	Legacy
	Connections
	Donation
	iknowican.org/donate
	iknowican.org/legacy-connections
	Media
	on Social
	Follow Us


	The journey doesn’t end here...
	THIS IS JUST
	THE BEGINNING


